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ON  THE  NEW  YEAR. 


•*  The  present  moments  just  appear. 
Then  shde  away  in  haste." 

The  commencement  of  a  New 
Year  brings  with  it  a  train  of 
interesting  reflections,  which,  if 
rightly  improved,  may  render  us 
wiser  and  better  in  time  to  come. 
What  affecting  changes  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  within  the  narrow  circle 
of  our  own  acquaintance  !  Some 
of  every  age  and  condition  have 
been  called  to  close  the  scene  of 
life,  and  render  up  their  final  ac- 
count to  God  the  Judge  of  all. 
Many,  who  haf  e  passed  from  this 
stage  of  action,  were  eminent  for 
their  piety,  and  some  for  their 
zeal  and  activity  in  the  service 
of  Christ.  For  these  we  sorrow 
not,  as  those  that  have  no  hope. 
They  rest  from  their  labours,  and 
their  works  do  follow  them. — 
Others,  we  have  reason  to  fear, 
have  been  cut  off  in  their  sins, 
and  driven  away  in  their  wicked- 
ness. How  affecting  the  thought  ! 
How  awful  their  condition  ! 

In  the  close  of  the  year,  each 
one  ought  to  make  a  solemn 
pause,  and  reflect  on  the  manner, 
in  which  he  has  spent  the  months 
that  are  past.  O  my  soul  I  w^hat " 
hast  thou  done  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  ?  Hast  thou  been  actively 
engaged  for  God,  or  hast  thou 
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been  slumbering  and  sleeping 
the  slothful  ?  Another  portioi 
thy  allotted  time  is  gone, 
numbered  with  the  years 
the  flood.  Let  a  considera^fi^; 
thy  past  remissness,  arotf^^  iiike 
to  more  spirited  exertions.  'Every 
thing  invites  to  activity  in  so  good 
a  cause.  Thy  time  is  sho-rt,, 
therefore  whatsoever  thy  htniji 
findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might  ;, 
for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device, 
nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in 
the  grave  whither  thou  goest. 

It  is  true,  the  past  year  has 
not  been  distinguished  by  the  rev- 
olution of  kingdoms,  and  the  fall 
of  empires  :  By  the  movements  of 
hostile  armies,  and  the  din  of  arms  : 
By  conflagrated  towns,  and  ruin- 
ed provinces : — But  by  what  is  in- 
finitely more  important,  the  steady 
march  of  truth.  The  Lord  hath 
done  great  things  for  us,  whereof 
we  are  glad.  Large  accessions 
have  been  made  to  the  Redeem- 
er's kingdom  in  various  parts  of 
this  land.  Continued,  and  even 
increased  exertions  have  also  been 
made,  for  extending  the  triumphs 
of  the  Cross  in  heathen  countries. 
Bible  Societies  have  been  multi- 
plied, and  the  number  gf  mission- 
aries to  the  heathen  has  been 
considerably  increased.  '  Thes^e 
things  call  loudly  for  gratitude 
and  praise.  \ 
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This  J^ew  Year  commences  un- 
der circumstances  peculiarly  aus- 
picious. The  world,  with  few 
exceptions,  enjoys  a  profound 
peace.  Superstition  and  bigotr}"", 
enfeebled  by  age,  have  lost  much 
of  their  influence  ;  and  persecu- 
tion and  intolerance  have  lowered 
their  frightful  crest.  What  a  de- 
lightful prospect  opens  for  benev- 
olent exertion  !  Never  was  there 
a  titne  since  the  commencement 
of  Christianity,  when  more  was  do- 
ing, or  when  more  was  needed  to 
be  done.  The  fields  are  white 
already  to  the  harvest,  and  mil- 
lions are  perishing  for  lack  of 
knowledge.  The  Lord  is  now 
calling  to  his  people,  by  the  voice- 
of  his  providence,  saying,  he 
strongs  and  ucork^  for  I  am  with 
you,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Let 
us  imitate  the  example  of  our 
blessed  Lord,  and  work  while  it  is 
day,  remembering  the  night  com- 
eth  when  no  man  can  work. 

What  changes  are  to  pass  over 
us  during  the  present  year,  is  on- 
ly known  to  God.  Perhaps,  with 
respect  to  some  of  us,  the  com- 
plaint has  already  been  entered  : 
Behold  these  three  years  I  come 
seeking  fruit  on  this  fig-tree,  and 
find  none  ;  cut  it  down,  why  cum- 
bereth  it  the  ground  ?"  Concern- 
ing others,  the  decree  may  have 
already  passed,  This  year  thou  shall 
die.  But  should  a  gracious  Provi- 
dence spare  us  this  year  also,  do 
we  feel  an  ardent  desire  to  double 
our  diligence  in  the  cause  of  our 
divine  Master  ? 

Much  has  already  been  done  for 
the  spread  of  the  gospel ;  yet  much 
more  remains  to  be  done.  Multi- 
tudes in  our  own  land  are  still  des- 
titute of  the  stated  ministry  of  the 
word.  A  cry  is  heard  from  our  infant 
settlements,  Come  o-cer  into  Mace- 
donia and  help  us.  The  Lord 
grant  that  a  voice  may  soon  be 
heard  crying  in  the  wilderness, 
"  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  make  straight  in  the  desert 


an  high  way  for  our  God."  ^  To 
these  desolate  regions  the  mission- 
aries of  the  cross  direct  their 
course.  May  the  Lord  go  with 
them,  and  make  them  eminently 
useful  in  building  up  his  cause. 
But  the  missionary  cause,  in> 
portant  as  it  is,  is  not  the  only 
one  which  calls  for  our  attention 
at  this  time. 

The  present  age  is  too  en- 
lightened to  believe  the  old  po- 
pish sentiment,  that  "  Igno- 
rance is  the  parent  of  devotion." 
Nor  are  there  many  who  can  per- 
suade themselves,  that  it  is  the 
best  evidence  of  a  minister's  qual- 
ifications for  the  work,  that  he 
is  contented  to  preach  without 
taking  pains  to  cultivate  his  mental 
powers.  While  we  are  far  from 
thinking  that  learning  alone  will 
qualify  a  man  to  preach  ;  we  are 
as  far  from  believing  that  much 
learning  will  make  him  mad.  Let 
us  then  dismiss  our  prejudices, 
and  assist  our  pious  young  breth- 
ren, who  appear  to  possess  pro- 
mising talents  for  the  ministry,  in 
obtaining  such  an  education,  as 
will  render  their  usefulness  more 
extensive.  This  good  work  has 
already  commenced  in  different 
sections  of  our  country,  and  sev- 
eral churches  have  been  supplied 
with  pastors  from  these  schools 
which  promise  much  usefulness. 
Many  others  are  anxiously  desir- 
ing assistance.  What  can  be  done  ? 
Must  they  be  denied  ?  Must  they 
relinquish  the  ministry  altogether, 
or  be  obliged  to  enter  upon  it  em- 
barrassed with  a  consciousness, 
that  they  are  wholly  destitute  of 
every  literary  qualification  ?  We 
persuade  ourselves  you  will  cheer- 
fully assist  them.  In  a  word,  let 
us  manifest  a  readiness  to  every 
good  work. 

In  closing  this  address,  our 
friends  and  patrons  will  permit  as, 
with  the  utmost  sincerity,  to  ten- 
der them  the  compliments  of  the 
season,   by  wishing  them  all  a 
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MEMOIR  OF  ELIJAH  HUNTER,  ESQ, 
ExtFacted  from  Mr.  Stanford's  Sermon  on  his  death. 


Mr.  Elijah  Hunter  was  born 
at  New  Castle,  near  White  Plains, 
in  the  state  of  New-York,  August 
4,  1749,  and  spent  his  early  years 
in  the  usual  way  of  gay  young- 
people.  At  the  age  of  18  he 
was  put  to  a  store  in  Tarry 
Town,  afterwards  was  removed 
to  the  store  of  Mr.  Gilbert 
Drake,  near  the  same  place,  at 
which  he  continued  one  year.  At 
this  period  Mr.  Hunter  formed 
his  marriage  connexion  with  Mr. 
Drake's  daughter,  Anna ;  who  now 
survives  him.  He  and  his  wife 
removed  to  Bedford,  and  opened 
a  dry-good  store  ;  at  which  place 
he  was  very  prosperous  in  bus- 
iness, and  had  three  children. 
Immersed  in  worldly  concerns,  he 
was  frequently  led  into  companies 
where  levity  and  mirth  abounded, 
which  had  a  strong  tendency  to 
lead  him  further  from  his  God, 
and  to  prevent  him  from  culti- 
vating a  solicitude  for  his  more 
important  interests. 

The  revolutionary  war  break- 
ing out,  Mr.  Hunter  entered  the 
first  campaign  under  Colonel 
Holmes,  and  marched  with  the 
army  to  the  northward ;  and  after 
staying  six  months,  he  returned, 
and  was  at  the  battle  of  White 
Plains.  Soon  after  this  he  had  a 
severe  fit  of  sickness,  under  which, 
like  many  others,  he  made  many 
promises,  should  he  be  restored 
to  health,  that  he  would  reform 
his  conduct  ;  but  on  his  recovery 
became  still  more  thoughtless. 
The  village  of  Bedford  was  burnt 
by  the  British,  which  compelled 
Mr.  Hunter  to  remove  his  family 
30  miles  distant  ;  but  within  three 
months  after,  he  returned  and 
built  another  house.  The  reviv- 
al of  hostilities  in  this  neighbour- 


hood soon  obliged  him  to  remove 
again,  and  he  with  his  family  liv- 
ed two  years  at  Pound  Ridge.  At 
the  latter  end  of  this  period  it 
pleased  God  to  produce  some  se- 
rious impressions  upon  Mr.  Hun- 
ter's mind,  which  caused  him  to 
rectify  many  parts  of  his  conduct, 
put  his  family  under  more  moral 
regulations,  and  to  be  very  assid- 
uous in  attending  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God.    Now  the  time  drew 
nigh  in  which  the  Lord  designed 
to  express  to  him  the  riches  of 
the  Saviour's  grace.    In  order  to 
this   he   was   again   arrested  by 
a  violent  sickness.     The  physi- 
cian's skill  was  apparently  abor- 
tive, and  his  family  looked  for  the 
mortal  change.     The  horrors  of 
Mr.  Hunter's  mind  were  extreme- 
ly great,  and  he  concluded  that 
it  was  impossible  for  God  to  save 
him.    This  was  the  more  increas- 
ed by  recollecting  the  violation 
of  his  promises  made  under  former 
sicknesses.     His  jovial  compan- 
ions who  came  to  visit  him,  he 
earnestly   exhorted    to  abandon 
their  evil  courses,  lest  iniquity 
prove  their  everlasting  ruin.  Oa 
the  night  he  was  expected  to  ex- 
pire, he  had  awful  apprehensions 
that  evil  spirits  hovered  round 
about  him.    But  at  sun-rise,  while 
in  pra}  er,  his  heart  received  an 
impression    from   these   words  : 
Fear  them  not.    Come  unto  me, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest."  To 
the    astonishment   of  all  in  the 
chamber,  he    immediately  arose 
out  of  bed,  walked,  went  to  hi? 
Bible,  and  began  to  praise  the 
Lord  for  the  prospect  of  his  mer- 
cy !    Thus  the  Lord  bringeth  down 
to  the  grave  and  raiseth  up  again. 
Eventually    Mr.    Hunter's  mind 
obtained  solid  rest  and  peace  in 
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Christ,  to  the  glory  of  his  grace  ; 
bodily  health  was  happily  restored, 
and  ia  about  five  months  he  re- 
turned again  to  Bedford.  Now 
settled  with  his  family,  in  greater 
tranquillity,  he  was  the  better  able 
to  review  his  past  life,  estimate 
the  mercy  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  pen- 
etrate into  the  grounds  of  his  hope, 
and  to  reflect  in  what  manner  he 
should  best  glorify  God  in  a  future 
course  of  obedience.  In  order  to 
obtain  the  necessary  information 
upon  these  important  subjects,  he 
read  his  Bible  with  serious  atten- 
tion and  devout  prayer.  In  the 
process  of  this,  he  was  convinced 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  make  a 
public  profession  of  his  faith,  and 
to  form  a  union  with  a  church  of 
Christ.  Convinced  of  his  duty 
to  be  baptized  b}^  immersion,  he 
went  to  Stamford,  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  E. 
Holmes,  and  was  received  into 
membership  with  the  church  in 
fliat  place.  The  doctrines  of  di- 
vine grace,  which  before  he  but 
partially  understood,  progressively 
TV  ere  unfolded  to  his  mind,  and  to 
him  the}^  became  inestimably  pre- 
cious. 

In  the  year  1783,  Mr.  Hunter 
and  his  family  removed  to  the  city 
of  New-York,  and  continued  18 
months  ;  at  the  end  of  which,  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  Sing- 
Sing,  now  called  IMount  Pleasant, 
and  there  formed  a  settlement. 
Soon  after,  the  Rev.  Mi.  Ferris, 
of  Stamford,  repeatedly  visited  this 
place,  and  preached  the  gospel  to 
the  inhabitants.  God  blessed  his 
labours — many  were  brought  to 
..  the  cross  of  Jesus,  and  in  the 
course  of  18  months,  a  number 
were  baptized  here  and  received 
into  the  communion  of  the  church 
at  Stamford,  over  which  Mr.  Fer- 
ris was  pastor.  Some  time  after 
this,  a  church  was  constituted  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  by  the  dismission 
of  members  from  the  church  at 
Stamford.  Here  the  pious  energy 
of  Mr.  Hunter  became  highly  vis- 


ible. He  opened  his  own  house, 
and  the  church  worshipped  under 
his  roof  for  seven  years.  Such 
was  his  love  and  zeal  for  the  cause 
of  his  Saviour,  that  he  gave  a  piece 
of  ground,  on  which,  principally  at 
his  own  expense,  was  erected  a 
very  neat  and  commodious  place 
for  worship  ;  and  is  occupied  to 
the  present  time.  In  this  place 
the  ministry  of  the  gospel  has  been 
continued,  and  several  happy  re- 
vivals of  religion  have  been  ex- 
perienced. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  blessed  with 
several  children.  But  as  our 
dearest  earthly  enjoyments  are 
frequently  torn  from  our  embra- 
ces by  death,  the  king  of  terrors, 
we  have  here  to  record  the  death 
of  three  of  his  children,  grown  to 
maturity,  which  to  him  and  his 
wife  were  extreme  afflictions. 

His  only  daughter,  Eliza,  was 
the  joy  of  his  heart,  and  the  de- 
light of  the  family.  No  cost  was 
spared  to  enrich  her  mind  with  a 
virtuous  and  useful  education.  As 
she  advanced  to  maturity,  the  fond 
hopes  of  her  parents  were  in- 
creased that  she  would  be  the  so- 
lace of  their  declining  years  ;  but 
these  charming  prospects  were 
soon  blasted.  The  bloom  and 
strength  of  her  youth  began  grad- 
ually to  decay  ;  and  although  ev- 
ery possible  medical  aid  was  ob- 
tained, accompanied  with  a  change 
of  air,  all  these  means  proved  inef- 
fectual. Justly  has  Dryden  describ- 
ed the  affecting  case  : 

"  The  rose  is  fragrant,  but  it  fades  in  time  ; 
"  The  violet  sweet,  but  quickly  past  iu  prime  ; 
"  White  lilies  hang  their  heads,  and  soon  decay  ; 
*'  And  whiter  snow,  in  minutes  melt  away  j 
"  Such,  and  so  withering  is  our  blooming  youth." 

While  death  was  advancing,  it 
pleased  the  Lord  of  mercy  to  gain 
access  to  her  heart.  She  saw,  and 
felt  the  burden  and  sorrow  of  sin. 
An  interest  in  the  salvation  of  Je- 
sus was  her  predominant  desire 
and  ardent  prayer.  Eventually, 
she  so  happily  enjoyed  these  bless- 
ings as  not  only  made  her  wiUing 
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to  resign  her  beloved  parents  and 
family,  but  desired  to  depart,  to  be 
with  Christ  in  glory.  On  the  12th 
day  of  April,  1 802,  she  breathed 
her  last  in  the  bosom  of  her  Lord, 
aged  18  years  and  5  months. 

The  loss  of  this  amiable  young 
person  produced  some  serious  im- 
pressions upon  the  surv  iving  fami- 
ly. Mr.  Hunter  renewed  his 
strength  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord, 
and  made  greater  exertions  to 
promote  the  honour  of  Christ  in 
his  glorious  kingdom  of  grace. — 
In  these  he  was  not  without  his 
discouragements  and  trials ;  yet 
had  the  happiness  to  see  the 
church  at  Mount  Pleasant  increase, 
in  which  he  held  the  office  of  dea- 
con.— We  have  now  to  record 
another  loss  he  sustained  by  the 
death  of  a  son. 

Mr.  Ezra  Hunter,  at  a  proper 
age,  entered  into  business,  marri- 
ed and  had  three  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  He  was  a 
regular  attendant  on  public  wor- 
ship, but  gave  no  evidence  of  feel- 
ing the  power  of  grace  till  his  last 
ilinpf=s.  From  a  private  letter, 
which  at  this  time  he  wrote  to  his 
mother,  perhaps  the  best  informa- 
tion may  be  collected  of  the  state 
of  his  mind,  and  from  which  I 
make  the  following  selection  : — 
In  the  most  affectionate  terms  he 
gratefully  acknowledges  the  atten- 
tion he  received  from  his  parents, 
and  prayed  that  the  Lord  would 
keep  him  tirm  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty  to  them.  He  consider- 
ed himself  as  a  wanderer  upon 
the  dark  mountains  of  sin  and  sor- 
row, malting  the  inquiry,  if  there 
was  no  balm  in  Gilead,  no  physi- 
cian there  to  heal  his  sorrowful 
heart,  and  ease  his  disturbed 
mind  ?  His  strong  cry  was,  Lord 
Jesus,  have  mercy  upon  me,  a 
poor  sinner  !  Some  times,  said  he, 
I  thought  within  myself,  that 
through  the  advice  of  my  mother, 
and  sound  reasoning,  the  tempest 
of  my  heart  would  be  brought  into 
a  placid  sea  ;  but  it  is  the  reverse. 


and  the  storm  would  drive  me  on 
the  rocks  of  despair.  Happiness  is 
much  sought  after  by  mankind, 
but  it  never  can  be  found  but  in 
Christ.  I  am  confident  that  I 
have  violated  God's  law,  which 
saith,  The  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall 
die.  O  Jesus,  the  friend  of  publi- 
cans and  sinners,  have  mercy  up- 
on me  !  When  my  mind  is  in  any 
degree  composed,  by  meditation  I 
can  realize  the  scene  of  Christ  in 
Gethsemane  and  on  Calvary.  I 
behold  the  bleeding  Lamb  of  God, 
who  pardons  all  the  sins  of  his 
true  penitent  flock.  I  see  him 
the  beloved  Friend  and  Redeemer, 
extended  on  the  cross,  lifted  up 
between  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  his  side  pierced,  and  his 
blood  flowing  to  the  ground. 
This  work  of  Christ,  the  redemp- 
tion of  sinners,  is  the  most  glori- 
ous work  of  God.  Without  the 
death  of  Christ,  all  the  rites  and 
sacrifices  of  old  would  be  in  vain. — 
Those  pious  persons  who  visited 
Mr.  Ezra  Hunter  in  his  dying- 
hours,  expressed  their  belief,  that 
he  had  obtained  a  good  hope  in 
the  blessed  Saviour  ;  which  yield- 
ed great  consolation  to  his  surviv- 
ing parents  and  family.  He  died 
March  21,  1806,  aged  32  years. 

In  1811,  Mr.  Hunter,  feeling 
the  increasing  infirmities  of  age  ad- 
vancing, considered  it  his  duty  to 
settle  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
where,  in  the  larger  circle  of  his 
friends,  and  having  more  exten- 
sive privileges  of  religion,  he 
might  finish  his  days  with  greater 
satisfaction.  Yet  God's  ways  are 
not  as  our  ways,  for  in  this  year 
Mr.  Hunter  passed  under  the  rod 
of  affliction  by  the  fleath  of  his 
youngest  son,  Nathaniel,  at  the 
very  time  when  it  was  anticipated 
that  he  would  enter  into  public 
life.  A  brief  account  of  him  shafll 
now  be  recited. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Hunter  was  rais- 
ed by  his  parents  with  great  assi- 
duity and  affection,  while  he  prom- 
ised to  be  a  blessing  to  his  family 


246 


MEMOIR  OF  MR.  ELIJAH  HUNTER. 


January, 


Having  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  able  physicians  in 
this  city.  Notwithstanding  the 
many  religious  instructions  he  had 
received,  and  his  general  attend- 
ance on  public  worship,  his  mind 
became  greatly  warped  from 
Christianity  by  some  of  his  fellow 
students,  who  had  cultivated  pre- 
judices against  the  authenticity  of 
the  scriptures.  His  health  de- 
clining, he  took  a  voyage  to  the 
southward,  without  deriving  any 
advantage.  On  his  return  to  his 
family,  his  opposition  to  revelation 
become  more  visible.    Not  know- 


ing himself  correctly  as  a  sinner, 
his  chief  objections  were  against 
the  divine  person  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  to  certain  historical  parts  of 
the  Old  Testament.  The  rapid 
progress  of  consumption  soon  con- 
fined him  to  his  bed  ;  and  every 
possible  argument  was  used  to  in- 
struct his  mind,  and  to  liberate 
him  from  his  incorrect  principles. 
a\t  length,  conversation  with  him 
upon  such  subjects  became  unwel- 
come. But  an  attached  friend 
wrote  to  him  a  letter,  in  a  sort  of 
medical  style,  presuming,  that  in 
some  degree,  it  might  gain  his  at- 
tention.*   This  letter,  however 


•  This  letter  is  here  introduced  for  the  gratification  of  the  reader. 
Dear  N.  H. 

I  sometimes  regret  that,  at  present,  my  avocations  are  such  as  to  prevent  my 
making  you  more  frequent  visits  Still,  you  are  not  out  of  my  prayers,  or  my 
best  wishes,  that  it  may  please  God  to  bless  means  Yor  your  recovery  ;  or,  if 
otherwise  determined,  you  may  enjoy  adequate  support  and  consolation.  The^love 
of  life  is  natural  to  human  beings  ;  but,  in  the  bloom  of  years  and  charming  earth- 
ly prospects,  the  desire  proportionably  increases  Of  course,  when  sickness,  or 
other  affliction  overcast  our  sky,  it  cannot  but  produce  painful  sensibility.  I 
know  but  of  one  adequate  remedy  in  this  case.  It  is  a  cheerful  resigna- 
tion TO  THE  DIVINE  WILL,  FROM  A  PERSUATJON  THAT  HE  PARDONE  J  H  OUR 
SINS,   AND    DESIGNS  OUR  PRESENT   AND  FUTURE    BENEFIT.     Or,  if  yOU  wish 

the  recipe  in  other  words,  you  have  it  in  Psalm  xlviii.  14. 

A  quack  doctor,  or  an  apothecary,  you  know,  may  make  up  a  prescription  pre- 
sented to  his  hand,  without  either  knowing-  the  qualities  of  the  drugs  or  the  na- 
ture of  the  disease  which  the  medicine  is  intended  to  cure.  But  a  thoroug-h-bred 
practitioner  will,  with  the  utmost  assiduity,  make  himself  master  of  both,  in  order 
to  success.  You  will,  I  suppose,  admit,  tliat  there  may  be  quacks  both  in  the 
profession  of  medicine  and  divinity.  Though  I  am  but  the  physician's  servant, 
I  must  open  my  prescription,  and  inform  you  of  the  nature  of  its  compound  : 

A  persuazlon  that  God  pnrdoneth  our  sins.  This  is  the  principal,  because  sin  is 
our  mortal  disease.  Analyzing  this,  I  find  that  it  contains.  Justice,  Mercy,  and 
Love  :  not  produced  by  the  supposed  benevolence  of  the  Deity,  but  is  found 
only  on  the  hill  of  Calvary,  throut^h  the  sufierlng-s  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God. 
The  efficacy  of  this  arises  fiom  the  dig-nity  of  Christ's  person  ;  his  appointment 
by  Jehovah  as  our  Redeemer  ;  and  the  execution  of  his  work,  perfectly  corres- 
ponding with  the  requirements  of  the  law  which  we  have  violated,  and  the  pos- 
itive demerit  of  sin.  Now,  there  is  no  book  but  the  Bible  which  reveals  this 
adequate  i-emedy  ;  and  the  greatest  care  ought  tojbe  taken  to  explain  its  nature, 
because  the  life  of  the  patient  absolutely  depends  upon  it.  And  especially,  that 
however  valuable  and  efficatious  the  remedy,  the  patient  has  the  most  inveterate 
disgust  against  it,  until  he  be  positively  convinced  that  he  must  die.  Indeed, 
my  reason  te'Ms  mo,  that  I  must  bear  the  punishment  due  to  my  own  offences; 
or,  I  must  absolutely  Be  indebted  to  an  intervening  Saviour.  I  think  if  there 
■were  no  Bible,  it  would  teach  me  this  lesson. — The  next  ingredient  is,  a  cheerful 
resignatinn  to  the  divine  ixiilL  This  will  most  charmingly  incorporate  with  the 
former  di  ut;^,  if  I  may  so  say  ;  for  without  it  no  effect  can  possibly  be  produced. 
You  must  Have  some  hope  that  God  forgives  your  sins  :  this  is  essential  to  your 
resignation  to  his  most  holy  pleasure.  Then  you  will  know  and  enjoy  him  as 
your  heavenly  Father  in  Christ,  and  with  cheerfulness  say,  Father,  not  my  'wiii, 
but  ihine  be  done.  In  prosperity  and  adversity,  health  or  sickness,  life  or  death, 
▼ou  will  find  your  temper  sweetened,  and  yoiir  whole  person  devoted  to  the  hon- 
our of  your  God.   Now  we  take  the  last  item  in  the  compound,  which  admirably 
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simple  its  construction,  with  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord,  produced  a 
happy  effect.  Some  days  after 
this,  he  frankly  confessed  to  me 
his  delusion  ;  which,  he  said,  had 
been  produced  by  the  false  princi- 
ples of  others  ;  they  had  shrouded 
his  judgment,  and  calloused  his 
heart.  His  great  anxiety  now  was, 
to  know  the  Redeemer,  and  enjoy 
pardon  and  peace  with  his  offend- 
ed God.  The  Bible,  which  he 
had  neglected,  became  his  treas- 
ure. At  every  interval  of  relief 
from  pain,  he  was  engaged  in 
prayer  for  the  light  and  salvation 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  be  conveyed 
to  his  heart.  The  conversation 
and  prayers  of  his  pious  visitors 
were  refreshing  cordials.  At 
length  the  divine  smiles  were 
granted  ;  Christ  was  his  only 
hope,  and  he  gently  breathed  his 
last  in  the  bosom  of  his  Lord,  on 
the  9th  day  of  May,  1811,  aged 
22  years. 

The  state  of  Mr.  Hunter's  mind, 
under  the  loss  of  his  daughter  and 
sons,  may  easily  be  imagined.  He 
felt  as  a  parent ;  and  as  a  christian, 
he  b  owed  to  the  will  of  his  Lord. 
The  rest  of  his  days  were  chiefly 
employed  in  attending  public  wor- 
ship, which  was  his  highest  de- 
light ;  and  also  in  making  and  re- 
ceiving visits  from  his  christian 
friends,  by  which,  for  many  years, 
he  enjoyed  great  satisfaction.  By 
the  inhrmities  of  age,  he  was  con- 
fined for  weeks  to  his  chamber. — 
Nature  at  last  yielded  j  he  finished 


his  course,  and  entered  into  the 
joy  of  his  Lord,  December  22, 
1815,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  four  sons,  one  daughter, 
and  sixteen  grand  children.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  the  fam- 
ily vault  at  Mount  Pleasant. 

A  short  sketch  of  Mr.  Hunter's 
general  character,  the  result  of 
my  many  years  intimacy  with  him 
and  his  family,  may  not  be  unac- 
ceptable, in  his  person,  he  was 
of  the  taller  size  ;  and  ;vhen  in 
health,  proportionably  corpulent. 
In  his  family,  he  evinced  the  affec- 
tion of  a  faithful  husband  and  a 
tender  father.  The  surviving  rel- 
atives who  are  present  upon  this 
occasion,  bear  in  their  remem- 
brance the  acts  of  his  domestic  de- 
votions in  prayer  and  praise  on  the 
morning  and  evening  of  the  day  ; 
and  I  hope  that  his  precepts  and 
example  will  have  a  due  influence 
upon  their  future  conduct  in  life. 
We  cannot  forget  his  hospitality  at 
home.  His  house,  especially  when 
living  in  the  country,  might  be 
called  the  christian  pilgrim's  bow- 
er ;  for  ministers  and  others  on 
their  travels  would  readily  find 
their  wayto  his  mansion,where  they 
were  cordially  entertained.  Mr- 
Hunter  was  a  generous  and  attach- 
ed friend.  Some  present  in  this  as- 
sembly need  not  my  aid  to  remind 
them,  that  to  them  he  has  been  a 
friend  indeed!  Such  expressions  of 
his  kindness,  it  is  presumed,  will 
not  easily  be  forgotten. 

In  more  public  life,  his  hearty 


sweetens  the  other  two.  This  is  love.  God  designs  my  present  andfuture»felieity. 
This  the  scriptures  abundantly  assert.  Ali  things  luork  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God.  (Rom.  viii.  28.)  Observe,  not  singly,  or  alone,  but  mixed  and 
worked,  us  you  do  the  difterent  items  in  a  mortar,  to  produce  the  medicine. 
All  these  for  g-ood— to  save  the  soul— restore  its  health— console  and  animate 
under  every  affliction,  in  prospect  of  endless  felicity  !  Such  virtues  the  gospel 
reveals  ;  and  who  would  not  wish  to  enjoy  them  ? 

Well,  you  perceive  that  I  have  got  to  the  end  of  my  paper  ;  and  yet  some- 
thing more  is  necessary  to  be  written.  Physicians,  you  know,  always  put  a  I  'bel 
on  the  phial,  to  direct  the  patient  how  and  when  to  take  its  contents  But  as  I 
am  only  the  servant  of  the  heavenly  Phy.sician,  I  shall  pray  my  Divine  Master  to 
make  you  a  visit,  and  administer  to  you  the  cordial  of  his  salvation  ;  and  sub- 
scribe myself 


Sincerely  yaors, 


J.S. 
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hand,  and  purse  were  freely  open 
to  acts  of  benevolence  and  religion. 
To  the  church  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
of  which  for  many  years  he  was  a 
faithful  deacon,  he  was  a  constant 
benefactor.  Besides  which,  other 
churches,  ministers,  families,  and 
public  institutions  of  various  de- 
scriptions, received  of  his  bounty. 
JVor  did  he  conhne  these  to  the 
mere  personal  acts  of  his  life  ; 
for  in  his  last  will  and  testament, 
he  left  a  handsome  property  to 
the  church  at  Mount  Pleasant  to 
support  the  worship  of  God.  Many 
years  his  mind  had  been  impress- 
ed with  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion to  young  ministers  ;  and,  as  a 
testimony  of  this,  he  bequeathed 
ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  to  the  Bap- 
tist Education  Society  of  this  City 
and  State,  to  create  a  fund  for 
that  laudable  purpose.  That  gen- 
erous act  in  favour  oT  this  institu- 
tion and  the  cause  of  religion,  is 
an  example  which  it  is  hoped  will 
be  followed  by  many,  according  as 
God  may  prosper  them  in  the 
bounties  of  his  providence. — Mr. 
Hunter,  in  his  religious  character, 
sought  to  know  and  practise  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  None  but 
evangelical,  spiritual  preaching 
and  writings  could  he  approve ; 
and  no  man  relished  a  gospel  ser- 
mon better  than  himself.  He  was 
a  lover  of  good  men  and  ministers 
of  all  denominations  ;  yet  inviola- 
bly attached  to  the  cause  of  Christ 
among  the  Baptists,  and  held  fast 


the  profession  of  his  faith  without 
wavering.  After  all,  perhaps 
some  of  you  may  say,  that  our  de- 
ceased friend  had  his  imperfections. 
So  have  you.  No  human  character 
is  perfect.  Whatever,  therefore,of 
incorrectness,  you  may  suppose  to 
have  been  attached  to  him,  take 
care  to  amend  in  yourselves  ;  for 
you  are  not  required  to  follow 
after  any  man,  further  than  he  fol- 
lows after  Christ.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  closing  this  sketch 
of  Mr.  Hunters  character  by  say- 
ing, that  we  believe  he  was  a  man 
of  grace.  It  was  his  wish  to  do 
justly,  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  hum- 
bl»  with  his  God.  As  a  christian, 
he  carried  an  inward  and  an  out- 
ward cross,  which  sometimes 
was  extremely  heavy.  This  led 
him  to  more  frequent  and  fervent 
prayer  to  his  Saviour  for  renewed 
strength,  according  to  his  day. 
The  further  he  advanced  in  years, 
the  sweeter  was  grace  and  truth 
to  his  heart  ;  and  he  often  wished 
that  his  lamp  might  burn  the 
brighter,  as  the  coming  of  hi* 
Lord  approached.  Now  he  rest- 
eth  from  his  labours  ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  sentiments  of  Paul,  ex- 
pressed in  the  connexion  of  our 
text,  we  anticipate  the  holy  pleas- 
ure of  his  being  amongst  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  loved  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Lord,  and  who  in  the 
great  day  shall  receive  a  crown 
of  righteousness  and  glory  that 
fadeth  not  away  ! 


3Sleli5ioiis  Communtcattons* 

TvELIGIOUS    EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN. 

Continued  from  last  Number. 

It  may  here  be  proper  briefly  exact  and  punctual,  and  now  neg- 

to  state  the  manner  in  which  a  re-  ligent  and  careless,  you  cannot  ex- 

ligious  Education  ought  to  be  con-  pect  to  do  much  good.    It  is  by  per- 

ducted. —  severing,  uniform  labour,  that  any 

1.  It  should  be  conducted  syste-  thing  excellent  is  attained.  The 

matically.    If  you  are  now  very  judicious  tradesman  hopes  to  pros- 
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per  in  his  business  not  by  being 
diligent  and  exact  for  a  week,  and 
then  for  a  month  indolent  and 
unsteady  ;  but  by  uniform,  contin- 
ued and  systematic  attention  to 
his  concerns. — Tlie  mind  and 
he^rt  of  a  child  is  a  soil  which 
demands  constant  culture — If  reg- 
ularly attended  to,  your  labour 
will  be  light  and  pleasing  ;  but  if 
frequently  neglected,  and  only  at 
distant  intervals  cultivated,  your 
exertions  must  be  wearisome,  and 
will  probably  be  ineffectual. 

2.  With  deep  interest. — Not 
as  though  you  were  performing  a 
task,  but  engaged  in  a  pleasant 
exercise — If  you  approach  the 
duty  reluctantly,  and  execute  it 
with  indifference  and  coldness,  you 
may  be  sure  your  children  will  not 
feel  deeply  interested.  But  is  not 
the  instruction  of  your  children 
a  matter  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance ?  It  is,  if  their  souls  are  of 
any  value. — Remember  you  are 
teaching  them  that  which  may  nev- 
er be  forgotten  :  you  are  making 
impressions  on  their  minds  which 
may  never  be  erased.  Through 
eternal  ages  they  may  have  rea- 
son to  remember  with  gratitude, 
the  lessons  of  piety  you  gave  them 
in  the  morning  of  their  days. 

3.  Affectionately. — The  Apos- 
tle prefixes  to  his  exhortation, 
(Eph.  vi.  4.)  Ye  Fathers,  pro- 
voke not  your  children  to  wrath." 
Let  them  see  that  the  parentis  ob- 
ject is  to  promote  their  welfare, 
and  that  it  is  from  the  overflowings 
of  his  love  to  them,  that  he  is  so- 
licitous to  "  bring  them  up  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord" — Perform  your  whole  duty 
to  them  in  a  spirit  of  mildness  and 
affection — whether  you  command, 
rebuke,  or  admonish,  manifest  a 
tenderness  of  heart,  and  an  earnest 
desire  for  their  good. 

And  let  it  be  apparent  to  your 
offspring  that  Religion  is  as  dis- 
tinct from  gloom  and  melancholy, 

H 
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as  it  is  from  frivolity  and  mirth. — 
Let  them  learn  from  your  appear- 
ance and  conversation,  that  to  be 
holy  is  to  be  happy,  and  that  he 
alone  is  prepared  for  substantial 
joy  in  this  or  in  the  coming  world, 
who  fears  God  and  keeps  his 
commandments."  Be  serious  and 
solemn,  but  not  morose  and  austere. 
Employ  motives  of  the  alluring 
oftener  than  those  of  the  alarming 
kind — enforce  3'our  instructions 
more  frequently  by  the  ''good- 
ness" than  by  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord." — In  this  particular  some 
parents  have  failed.  In  enforcing 
the  claims  of  Religion,  the  most 
awful  and  alarming  considerations 
that  the  Scriptures  present  have 
been  almost  exclusively  urged. — 
The  consequence  has  been,  that  in 
the  minds  of  the  children,  the  idea 
of  Religion  is  always  connected 
with  death  and  the  grave,  and  the 
scenes  of  the  last  judgment.  This 
association  of  ideas  is  sometimes  so 
powerful  that  even  after  the  per- 
sons become  pious,  a  tinge  of  mel- 
ancholy gives  a  colouring  of  sad- 
ness to  all  their  religious  discourse 
and  actions.  O  ye  parents,  let 
your  children  perceive,  that  wis- 
dom's ''  w^ys  are  ways  of  pleasant- 
ness, and  that  all  her  paths  are 
paths  of  peace." 

4.  All  your  instructions  ought 
to  be  given  in  a  manner  adapted 
to  the  capacities  of  the  young.  It 
is  obvious  that  children  of  differ- 
ent ages  have  need  of  different 
lessons.  The  good  sense  of  the 
parent  will  lead  him  aright ;  some 
ideas  of  a  religious  kind  may  be 
imparted  even  to  the  infant  that 
just  begins  to  speak  plainly  ;  from 
that  period  through  the  different 
gradations  of  intellect,  let  your 
instructions  be  such  as  may  be 
easily  apprehended,  yet  not  so 
plain  and  simple  as  to  be  received 
without  any  mental  effort. 

5.  Perseveringly  :  Be  not  wea- 
ry in  your  exertions  for  your  off- 
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spring.  In  due  season  you  shall 
reap  if  you  faint  not.  "  In  the 
morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the 
evening  withhold  not  thine  hand  ; 
for  thou  knowest  not  whither  shall 
prosper,  either  this  oV  that,  or 
whether  they  both  shall  be  alike 
good."  The  husbandman,  when 
he  committeth  his  seed  to  the 
ground,  doth  not  expect  an  imme- 
diate harvest,  "  he  waiteth  for  the 
precious  fruit  of  the  earth,  and 
nath  long  patience  for  it,  until  he 
receive  the  early  and  latter  rain. 
Be  ye  also  patient" — If  the  object 
be  valuable,  do  not  regret  the 
length  of  time  necessary  for  the 
acquisition  of  it. 

6.  Prayerfully — We  are  re- 
quired to  "acknowledge  God  in 


all  our  ways,"  if  we  wish  him  "  to 
direct  our  paths" — you  have  need 
of  God's  special  assistance  that  you 
may  know  in  what  manner  to  pro- 
ceed— what  degree  of  restraint, 
and  what  degree  of  indulgence  is 
necessary,  when  to  admonish, 
when  to  correct,  when  to  approve. 
Rightly  to  instruct  your  children 
requires  much  prudence  and  skill 
"  j3ut  if  any  of  you  lack  wisdom, 
let  him  ask  of  God  who  giveth  lib- 
erally and  upbraideth  not — And 
that  all  your  exertions  may  con- 
duce to  a  happy  result,  you  must 
secure  the  divine  blessing — "  For 
Paul  may  plant  and  Apollos  water, 
but  God  must  give  the  increase." 

To  be  continued. 
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Messrs.  Editors, 
You  will  wiuch  oblige  a  correspondent, 
and,  it  is  presumed,  gratify  your  nu- 
merous readers,  by  inserting  in  your 
Magazine  the  following  iniert sting 
articlp,  copied  from  the  Boston  Re- 
cordeTy  and  which  originally  appear- 
ed m  the  Christian  Herald. 


THE  CONVERSION  ofDR.STOCK 

of  Bristol,  Eng.  from  Sociniardsm, 
to  a  full  belief  in  the  diviriity  and 
atonement  of  our  Lord  ^esus  Christ. 

We  have  lately  received  a  let- 
ter from  England  informing  us 
that  Dr.  J.  E.  Stock,  a  physician 
formerly  well  known  in  America, 
where  he  resided  seven  years, 
had,  in  November  last,  sent  in  his 
resignation  as  a  manager  in  the 
Unitarian  connexion,  and  his 
renunciation  of  their  tenets  ; 
having  become  a  convert  from  a 
full  conviction  that  those  tenets 
are  not  conformable  to  the  oracles 
of  God,  after  having  sturdily  com- 
bated every  argument  on  the  sub- 


ject, and  after  having  critically 
studied  the  sacred  writings  in  the 
original  languages,  for  the  purpose 
of  better  ascertaining  the  mean- 
ing of  those  passages  which  have 
a  special  bearing  on  the  subject. 

It  appears  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Vernon,*  a  worthy  Baptist  minister 
settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Bristol, 
was  providentially  the  chief  in- 
strument in  exciting  the  attention 
of  Dr.  S.  to  a  particular  inquiry 
into  the  nature  of  his  belief,  and 
in  leading  him  to  an  earnest  and 
prayerful  searching  of  the  scrip- 
tures of  truth,  which  finally  result- 
ed in  his  abandonment  of  his  for- 
mer opinions,  and  in  his  embrac- 
ing the  Trinitarian  faith. 

The  case  of  Dr.  S.  is,  in  our 
opinion,  a  very  interesting  one. 
It  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
conversation  in  England,  and  has 
awakened  considerable  interest 
also  in  this  country.  Shortly  after 
he  made  up  his  mind  to  leave  the 
Unitarian  communion,  he  wrote 


•  Mr.  Vernon  was  about  the  same  time  the  means  of  leading  two  daughters  of 
a  Socinian  minister  in  that  neighbourhood  to  an  inquiry  into  the  foundation  of  tlieir 
creed,  which  e'lded,  in  their  abandonment  of  it,  as  contradicting  the  word  of  God, 
and  in  f-nib;  aci  ig,  it  is  hoped,  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

A  more  recent  communication  informs  us  of  ihe  happy  death  of  Mr.  Vernon. 
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a  letter  on  the  subject  to  his 
friend  the  Rev.  John  Rowe,  a 
minister  in  that  connexion.  This 
letter  was  not  intended  nor  ex- 
pected by  the  writer  to  have  a 
circulation  beyond  a  very  limited 
circle.  As  its  scope  had  been 
much  misunderstood,  or  misrepre- 
sented, and  some  detached  passa- 
ges had  found  their  way  in  various 
directions,  (without,  however,  at- 
taching any  blame  to  his  friend, 
in  whose  possession  it  was,)  Dr.  S. 
at  the  solicitation  of  some  pious 
and  valuable  friends,  and  with  a 
view  to  do  justice  to  himself  and 
to  the  truths  which  he  had  em- 
braced, ordered  a  few  copies  of 
his  letter  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  those  friends.  One  of  them 
has  recently  been  transmitted  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Her- 
ald for  pubhcation.  He  cheerful- 
ly compHes  with  the  desire  of 
his  worthy  correspondent,  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  tend  to  tlie  edi- 
fication of  those  who  build  all 
their  hopes  of  eternal  life  upon 
the  atonement  and  perfect  work 
of  an  Almighty  Saviour,  "  God 
manifested  in  the  flesh  and 
may  be  useful,  by  the  Divine 
blessing,  in  inducing  others  to 
use  the  means  pursued  by  the 
writer  of  it,  in  order  to  come  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  as  re- 
vealed in  "  the  holy  scriptures^ 
which  are  able  to  make  wise  unto 
'salvation^  through  faith  which  is 
IN  Christ  Jesus." 

The  following  is  the  letter 
above  alluded  to. 

Clifton,  eth  .Vor.  1816. 

MY  DEAR.  SIR, 

I  SCARCELY  know  in  what  terms 
to  begin  this  letter,  or  how  to 
communicate  to  you  the  object  of 
it.  Yet  I  am  anxious  to  be  the 
first  to  convey  to  you  the  intel- 
ligence ;  because  I  am  unwilling 
that  it  should  reach  you,  unattend- 
ed by  those  expressions  of  per- 
sonal regard  and  respect  by  which 


I  could  wish  that  it  should  be  ac- 
companied. It  will  surprise  you 
to  be  told,  that  it  has  become  with 
me  a  matter  of  absolute  duty  to 
withdraw  mj^self  henceforth  from 
the  Lewin's  Mead  Society. 

Yes,  my  dear  Sir,  such  is  the 
fact.  In  the  month  of  July  last, 
my  professional  attendance  was 
required  for  the  Rev.  John  Ver- 
non, the  Baptist  minister  of  Down- 
end,  who  was  then  on  a  visit  to  a 
friend  in  Bristol.  I  found  him 
very  ill ;  so  much  so,  that  his  oth- 
er medical  attendant  and  myself 
have  since  judged  it  necessary  that 
he  should  suspend  all  his  public  la- 
bours. After  attending  him  here 
for  two  or  three  days,  he  remov- 
ed to  Downend,  where  I  have 
since  continued  to  see  him  about 
once  a  week.  He  felt  it  a  duty 
to  endeavour  to  lead  me  to  re^ 
consider  my  religious  opinions  ; 
and  at  length,  with  much  delicacy 
and  timidity,  led  to  the  subject. 
I  felt  fully  confident  of  their  truth, 
and  did  not  on  my  part  shuij  the 
investigation.  For  some  weeks 
his  efforts  did  not  produce  the 
smallest  effect  ;  and  it  required 
all  the  affectionate  patience  of 
his  character  to  induce  me  to  look 
upon  the  arguments  on  liis  side 
as  even  worth  examining.  This 
spirit  of  levity,  however,  was  at 
length  subdued,  and  restrained  by 
the  affectionate  earnestness  of  his 
manner.  Now  and  then  he  pro- 
duced a  passage  of  scripture  which 
puzzled  me  exceedingly  ;  but,  as 
I  was  always  distrustful,  1  scarcely 
ever  allowed  any  weight  to  it,  till 
after  I  had  coolly  expressed  it  at 
home.  I  began,  however,  some- 
times, to  consider,  whether  it  was 
not  possible  that  his  observations 
might  contain  some  truth ;  and  of 
course  was  led  to  examine  them 
with  more  care  and  impartiality. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  state, 
that  my  letter  to  Dr.  Carpenter, 
though  drawn  up  some  little  time 
before,  was  dispatched  about  this 
period.     I  advert  to  this  circum- 
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f?tance,  because  it  marks  a  curious, 
thoug-h,  I  fear,  not  an  uncommon 
feature  in  the  human  mind.  I 
must  however  make  the  avowal, 
that  it  was  precisely  about  the  in- 
terval that  occurred  between  the 
preparation  and  the  dispatch  of 
the  letter  alluded  to,  and  of  that 
to  you  and  the  second  to  Dr.  Est- 
lin,  that  the  doubts  above  stated, 
now  and  then,  at  rare  intervals, 
would  force  themselves  upon  my 
mind.  Such,  however,  was  my 
hostility  to  the  sentiments  to 
which  these  doubts  pointed,  that 
1  resisted  every  suspicion  of  this 
kind.  1  treated  it  as  a  mere  de- 
lusion of  the  imagination  ;  I  felt 
ashamed  even  to  have  yielded  to 
such  suggestions  for  a  moment ; 
and  when  Mr.  Bright  pointed  out 
to  me  a  strong  passage  in  the  ad- 
dress to  Dr.  Carpenter,  as  if  he 
thought  that  it  might  be  softened 
a  little,  I  persisted  in  retaining  it. 
In  fact,  I  seemed  to  seek,  in  the 
strength  of  the  terms  that  1  made 
use,df,  to  deepen  my  own  convic- 
tions of  m}'  previous  opinions.* 

The  letters  were  sent,  and  the 
respective  answers  received.  Still 
my  weekly  visits  to  Mr.  Vernon 
were  continued ;  I  still  investi- 
gated the  subject  with  constantly 
increasing  earnestness;  yet  I  was 
unaltered ;  and  even  when  Mr. 
Bright  read  the  history  of  the  pro- 
ceedings to  the  congregation,  I 
felt  no  regret  at  my  share  in  them, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  rejoiced  in 
anticipating  the  future  triumphs 
of  Unitarianism. 

Here,  however,  my  triumph 
ceased.  Almost  immediately  af- 
terwards my  doubts  returned  with 
tenfold  force.  I  read  :  I  was  per- 
plexed.     Often,    very  often,  I 


wished  that  I  had  not  begun  the 
inquiry.  I  prayed  for  illumina- 
tion ;  but  I  found  my  mind  daily 
becoming  more  and  more  unset- 
tled. 1  have  now  lying  before 
me  a  sheet  of  paper  on  which  I 
wrote  down  some  of  the  thoughts 
of  this  period,  while  under  their 
more  immediate  pressure,  as  if 
to  relieve  my  mind  by  thus  di- 
vulging them  ;  for  they  were  dis- 
closed to  no  human  ear.  I  copy 
from  them  this  passage  : — "  If 
the  attainment  of  truth  be  not 
the  result,  I  am  sure  that  the  state 
of  mind  in  which  I  have  been 
for  some  time  past  is  not  to  be 
envied." 

I  think  that  it  was  about  this 
time  that  you  returned  home. 
When  I  advanced  to  shake  hands 
with  you,  after  the  close  of  the 
service,  3^ou  may  remember  that 
you  observed  to  me,  Why,  Doc- 
tor, you  look  pale."  Pale  I  was, 
I  have  no  doubt ;  for  my  mind  was 
full  of  thoughts  that  chafed  each 
other  like  a  troubled  sea ;  and 
3  0ur  return,  and  the  vivid  recol- 
lection of  tiie  letters  which  it 
excited,  had  not  tended  to  calm 
the  agitation.  In  addition  to  this, 
I  had  been  in  the  habit  of  pursuing 
the  inquiry,  night  after  night,  to 
a  very  late  hour. 

Such  continued  to  be  the  state 
of  my  mind  during  the  latter  end 
of  September  and  the  whole  of 
October.  Towards  the  end  of 
this  latter  month  the  evidence  for 
the  doctrines  which  I  had  hitherto 
so  strenuously  opposed,  seemed 
progressively  to  increase.  But 
it  w-as  not  till  this  very  week  that 
conviction  came  ;  and  that  my 
mind,  unhesitatingly  and  thank- 
fully accepted  the  doctrines  of 


•  To  elucidate  this  parrigrap]i,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  proper  to  slate,  that  Dr.  Est- 
rin,the  senior  minister  of  Lewin  s  Mead,  having  announced  his  intention  to  resign 
that  office,  the  congregation  met  and  voted  an  address  of  thanks  to  him  for  his  ser- 
vices. Some  lime  afterwards  they  met  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  successor. 
Their  choice  fell  upon  Dr.  Carpenter,  of  Exeter,  and  an  invitation  was  accordingly 
sent  him,  whicli  was  accepted,  and  his  acceptance  was  officially  announced  in 
another  address  to  each  of  their  ministers.  The  writer  of  the  above  letter  was 
requested  to  be  the  organ  of  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Society  upon  ^these 
several  occasions  ;  a  request  with  which  he  cheerfully  complied. 
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the  Supreme  Divinity  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, — of  a- 
tonement,  or  reconciliation  by  his 
precious  blood, — and  of  the  Divin- 
ity and  Personality  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

1  do  not,  my  dear  Sir,  say  it  by 
way  of  commending-  my  earnest- 
ness in    the   inquiry,  but  I  say 
it  in  justice  to  the  opinions  that 
I  have  embraced,  that  since  this 
investigation  began,   I  have  reg- 
ularly gone  through  the  New- 
Testament  as  far  as  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews;  (the  Gospel  of 
John  I  have  read  through  twice  ;) 
that  not  only  every  text  which  has 
been  differently  interpreted,  oc- 
curring in  this  large  portion  of  the 
New-Testament,  but  also  all  those 
referred  to  in  the  controversial 
volumes  mentioned  below,  were 
carefully  compared  with  the  O- 
riginal,  with  the  Improved  Ver- 
sion, with  Mr.  Belsham's  explana- 
tion in  his  Calm  Inquiry,  and  fre- 
quently   with    Dr.  Carpenter's 
Unitarianism  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Gospel  ;  and  that  the  references 
to  the  Psalms  and  the  Prophetical 
Scriptures,  which  occurred  in  the 
New-Testament  or  the  other  wri- 
tings alluded  to,  were  also  exam- 
ined in  Dr.  Priestley's  Notes  on 
the  Scriptures.     For  I  am  not 
possessed  of,  nor  have  I  seen,  one 
orthodox   Commentary    on  the 
Scriptures,  (with,  1  think,  one  ex- 
ception, in  which  Dr.  Campbell's 
Annotations  on  Matthew  xxii.  41. 
et  seq.  wer§  shewn  me.)  The 
Controversial  Books,  on  that  side 
which  I  have  used  in  this  inquiry, 
are  Mr.  Wardlaw's  two  books,* 
Simpson's  Plea  for  the  Divinity  of 
Jesus,  (of  which  at  this  very  mo- 
ment not  even  a  third  part  is  cut 
open,)    Dr.  Lawrence's  Critical 
Reflections,  &,c.  on  the  Unitarian 
Version,  (on  which  I  will  pause 
to  observe,  that  they  first  settled 
my  mind  as  to  the  authenticity  of 
the  introductory  chapters  of  St. 
Matthew  and  St.  Luke,)  a  Sermon 

•  Discourses  on  the  Principal  Points  ( 
incapable  of  Vindication. 


on  the  Atonement  by  Mr.  Hull, 
six  Letters  by  Dr.  Pye  Smith  to 
Mr.  Belsham,  and  Notes  taken 
down  from  two  Sermons  preached 
by  Mr.  (I  believe  now  Dn)  Chal- 
mers, of  Glasgow,  upon  the  fol- 
lowing texts — Psalm  Ixxxv.  10. 
and  Romans  viii.  7.  Yet  these 
few  helps  to  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
though  counteracted  by  the  vol- 
umes above  cited,  by  long  associa- 
tion, by  frequent  references  to 
other  Unitarian  volumes  in  my 
collection,  and  by  the  various  ar- 
guments on  that  side  which  mem- 
ory was  constantly  suggesting, 
have  ultimately  led  me  to  the 
conclusions  above  stated.  But  I 
should  grossly  belie  my  own  heart, 
and  should  think  myself  guilty 
of  odious  ingratitude  to  the  Father 
of  Lights,  from  whom  cometh 
down  every  good  and  perfect 
gift,  if  I  did  not  avow  my  convic- 
tion, that,  to  these  means,  the 
teaching  of  his  Holy  Spirit  has 
been  superadded  ;  for  I  can,  in 
his  presence,  affirm,  that  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  inquiry  more 
particularly,  the  Scriptures  of 
truth  were  never  opened  by  me 
without  profound  and  fervent 
prayer  for  illumination  ;  and  al- 
most always  with  reference 
to  our  Lord's  promise  in  St. 
Luke,  chap.  xi.  verse  13.  Indeed, 
my  dear  Sir  and  Friend,  I  was  in 
earnest.  A  change  so  awful,  so 
unexpected,  I  may  add  so  improb- 
able, which,  four  months  ago  only, 
I  should  myself  have  said  was  im- 
possible, has  deeply  and  solemnly 
impressed  my  mind. 

That  I  must  encounter  much 
ridicule  in  consequence  of  this 
change,  I  fully  expect.  I  am  sure 
that  1  well  deserve  it ;  for  no  per- 
son would  have  burst  out  more 
loudly  against  such  an  alteration  in 
the  views  of  another,  than  myself. 
Nor  ought  I  to  omit  to  add,  that 
my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Vernon, 
while  I  was  communicating  to  him 
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the  conviction  that  I  had  received, 
and  my  expectation  of  being  rid- 
iculed for  such  a  change,  observ- 
ed to  me,  that  1  certainly  must 
expect  it,  but  he  hoped  that  I  was 
prepared  to  forgive  it.  I  trust 
that  I  shall  be  enabled  to  do  so. 

Upon  reviewing  this  last  sen- 
tence, my  dear  Sir,  I  feel  myself 
bound  to  say,  that  in  stating  this,  I 
hope  not  to  be  understood  as  an- 
ticipating any  thing  of  the  sort 
from  you,  or  from  your  venerable 
colleag'ue.  No !  however  you 
may  pity  my  delusion,  I  feel  as- 
sured that  you  will  do  justice  to 
my  motives. 

My  dear  Sir,  I  have  extended 
this  letter  to  a  much  greater 
length  than  I  had  any  expectation 
of  doing  when  1  began  it.  I 
began  it  with  alluding  to  my  re- 
gard and  my  respect  for  you.  Will 
it  be  deemed  inconsistent  with 
either,  if  I  venture  to  conclude  it 
with  a  most  affectionate  wish  and 
prayer — that  you  and  yours,  and 
all  who  are  near  and  dear  to  you, 
may  receive  every  earthly  bless- 
ing, and  may  be  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  ?  I  feel  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  conclude  thus, 
and  I  shall  stand  excused.  And, 
Oh !  how  much  is  that  wish  en- 
kindled, when  1  recollect  the  se- 


riousness and  solemnity  of  your 
manner  in  prayer,  and  your  im- 
pressiveness  in  preaching  !  How 
do  I   wish  that  endowments  of 
such  value  were  consecrated  to 
those  views  which  I  have  receiv- 
ed !— But   1  feel  myself  getting 
upon  tender  ground.    It  is  difficult 
to  word  such  a  wish  without  ap- 
pearing arrogant,  or  impertinent, 
or  presumptuous  ;  and  yet  nothing 
is    further  from  my   heart  than 
either  of  these  feelings  .  Believe 
me  to  be,  with  sincere  regard, 

Yours,  my  dear  Sir, 

J.  E.  Stock. 

Rev.  John  Rowe. 

P  S  I  know  not  whether  it  may 
not  be  unnecessarMy  minute  to  add, 
that  during  this  inquiry,  I  have  looked 
into  Doddridge's  Rise  and  Progress, 
and  have  read  through  Scott's  Force 
of  Truth,  and  the  letters  connected  with 
it  in  Newton's  Cardiphonia,  and  New- 
ton's Narrative  of  his  own  life  ;  but  it 
is  my  wish  to  omit  nothing*.  I  ought 
also  to  state,  that  once,  and  but  once, 
I  liave  entered  another  place  of  wor- 
ship (Castle  Green,)  when  Mr.  Thorpe 
repeated  a  Thursday  evening  lecture 
on  the  Trinity;  but  this  produced  no 
conviction  at  the  time,  although  the 
recollection  of  it  has,  perhaps,  been 
useful  to  me  since. 


The  History  of  Baptism.  By, 
Robert  Robinson.  Edited  by 
David  Benedict.^  A.  M.  8vo. 
pp.  566.  From  the  press  of 
Lincoln  4*  Edmands.  Boston. 
1817. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  that  an 
institution  which  our  Saviour  was 
pleased  to  ordain  for  the  benefit 
of  his  disciples,  has  occasioned 
among  them  so  much  controversy 
as  there  has  been  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Baptism.    But  what  shall 


be  done  ?  Shall  we  Conclude  that 
since  good  men  are  divided  on 
this  subject,  it  matters  but  little 
whether  the  disciples  of  Christ 
conform  to  his  positive  institutions 
or  not  ?  We  cannot,  we  dare  not 
form  such  a  conclusion.  We  do 
not  think  ourselves  at  liberty  to 
sacrifice  an  ordinance  of  the  gos- 
pel for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
the  divisions  of  Christians  to  a 
close.  We  long  to  see  the  chil- 
dren of  God  united.  But  we  des^ 
pair  of  its  being  accomplished  so 
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as  to  promote  the  cause  of  relig"- 
ioii,  till  they  meet  on  the  ground  of 
truth. 

Viewing  the  subject  in  this 
light,  we  feel  bound  in  duty  to 
our  Redeemer  and  to  our  erring 
brethren,  to  contend  earnestly  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints  ; — not,  indeed,  to  do  it  with 
bitterness  and  clamour,  but  with 
christian  fidelity,  in  meekness  and 
love. 

The  Bible  we  deem  to  be  the 
only  proper  authority  for  regulat- 
ing our  faith  and  practice  in  re- 
ligion. It  is  with  the  fullest  con- 
fidence that  we  can  direct  in- 
quirers to  that  sacred  book  ;  for 
the  Bible^  in  our  apprehension, 
makes  Baptism  a  plain  and  simple 
subject.  But  the  distinguishing 
sentiments  of  the  Baptists  shrink 
not  from  any  argument  that  can 
be  brought,  either  from  reason, 
or  from  history.  Some  of  our 
opponents,  we  know,  aware  that 
their  practice  cannot  be  support- 
ed by  the  Bible,  are  in  the  habit 
of  referring  to  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory. Here  they  find,  that  so 
early  as  the  third  century,  the 
baptism  of  children  is  mentioned  ; 
and  hence  they  infer  that  it  was  a 
primitive  practice  of  the  church 
to  baptize  infants.  But  after  a 
patient  examination,  we  have  been 
thoroughly  convinced  that  a  full 
and  lucid  statement  of  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  subject,  would  not  only 
show  clearly  that  no  such  infer- 
ence ought  to  be  made,  but  would 
present  much  direct  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  sentiments  which 
are  peculiar  to  the  Baptists.  Such 
a  History,  written  in  the  temper 
of  the  Gospel,  we  have  long  wish- 
ed might  be  in  the  hands  of  every 
Christian.  While  we  would  have 
none  forget  the  sufficiency,  and 
the  exclusive  authority  of  the 
Scriptures  with  regard  to  the  in- 
stitutions of  Christ,  we  are  very 
willmg  that  all  the  light  should  be 
thrown  upon  them  which  can  be 
derived  from  any  other  source. 


Truth  has  nothing  to  fear  from 
investigation. 

Besides,  a  History  of  Baptism  is 
not  only  important,  in  order  to 
clear  the  subject  of  the  difficulties 
in  which  it  has  unhappily  been 
involved,  and  remove  the  doubts 
which  may  have  been  suggested  to 
the  mind  of  the  humble  believer 
who  is  inquiring,  Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do  ? — but  it  is  so 
connected  with  other  subjects, 
that  it  opens  a  wide  field  to  the 
man  of  literature,  and  casts  much 
light  upon  the  state  of  Christianity 
in  different  ages  of  the  church, 
and  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 

Under  these  impressions,  we 
could  not  but  feel  deeply  interest- 
ed, when  the  intention  of  publish- 
ing an  abridged  edition  of  Robin- 
son's History  was  announced. 
The  object  we  deemed  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  reverend  gen- 
tleman, to  whom  the  American 
Baptists  are  so  much  indebted  for 
his  indefatigable  labours  in  col- 
lecting and  preserving  the  scatter- 
ed materials  of  their  history. 

The  work  has  at  length  appear- 
ed ;  and,  on  many  accounts,  it 
calls  for  a  review.  It  contains  a 
great  variety  of  matter,  and  is  di- 
vided into  forty-two  chapters. 
We  cannot  give  our  readers  a 
general  idea  of  the  whole,  in  so 
few  words,  better  than  by  present- 
ing the  Author's  Recapitulation  in 
nearly  his  own  language. 

*  The  first  cliapter  narrates  the  ori- 
gin of  baptism  ;  and  it  appears  to  have 
originated  in  an  order  of  God,  execut- 
ed by  John  in  the  little  kingdom  of 
Judea,  then  a  province  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberias  Cesar. 

The  second  inquires  what  baptism 
John  administered,  and  shews  it  was 
that  of  immersion  in  water. 

The  third  treats  of  the  persons  bap- 
tized, and  proves  they  . were  only  be- 
lievers, and  here  Jesus  is  introduced 
as  Lord  of  the  New  Economy. 

The  two  next  proceed  to  inquire 
whether  baptism  were  in  use  among 
the  Jews  before  John,  or  among  the 
Gentiles  ;  and  it  is  attempted  to  be 
suown  that  it  was  not,  but  was  alto- 
l^ether  si  new  and  divine  appointment. 
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The  seventh  chapter  treats  of  the 
improvement  of  the  institution  by 
Jesus  Christ.  He  did  not  alter  the 
subject^  a  believer,  or  immemion,  the 
mode,  but  he  extended  the  commission 
to  baptize  so  as  to  include  the  Gentiles 
of  that  age,  and  all  mankind,  who 
might  become  his  disciples  in  future 
ages. 

The  next  chapter  observes  that  the 
congregations  collected  by  the  imme- 
diate Apostles  of  Christ  were  baptized 
by  immersion,  and  that  none  but  be- 
lievers appear  on  this  occasion  ;  and 
here  ends  sacred  history,  without  ex- 
hibiting any  infant,  or  any  sprinkling. 

The  ninth  chapter,  and  the  t^  o  fol- 
lowing, narrate  the  Eastern,  l^nan, 
and  Mohammedan  favourite  practice 
of  bathing,  and  the  twelfth  shews  tliat 
the  primitive  Christians  erected  simi- 
lar buildings  for  the  purposes  of  sacred 
bathing,  and  called  them  bapti'<teries, 
from  baptism,  which  they  practised  by 
immersion  there. 

The  next  four  chapters  describe 
several  baptisteries,  both  of  eastern 
and  western  Christians,  and  shew  that 
their  histories  are  credible,  and  their 
conduct  proper  only  on  supposition 
that  they  baptized  believers  by  immer- 
sion. 

The  seventeenth  chapter  introduces 
artists  depicting  baptism,  and  unvrarily 
obscuring  what  they  meant  to  eluci- 
date. 

The  next  treats  of  fonts  both  natural 
and  artificial,  and  shews  that  a  confu- 
sion of  names  introduced  a  confusion 
of  things,  by  which  means  the  original 
practice  of  baptism  became  more  cor- 
rupted. 

The  baptism  of  infants,  that  is,  of 
minoi-s,  so  called  in  general,  follows, 
and  here  it  is  observed  that  the  equiv- 
ocalness  of  words  went  to  add  to  the 
corruption  of  baptism. 

The  next  chapter  shews  chat  the 
weak  fondness  of  parents,  and  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  monks  helped  yet  more 
to  corrupt  baptism,  by  transferring 
V)  babes  an  institute  proper  only  for 
men. 

The  twenty-first  chapter  and  the 
two  following,  shew  that  Africa,  the 
least  enlightened  part  of  the  Christian 
world,  cherished  the  baptism  of  babes  ; 
and  that  Augustin,  (otherwise  called 
Austin)  brought  it  to  perfection  there 
in  the  fifth  century  ;  and  here  the  au- 
thor attempts  to  prove  that  *  the  novel 
practice  had  no  extent  or  duration 
worth  mentioning.' 

The  next  chapter  shews  how  the 
Orientals  depraved  the  institute,  and 
brought  it  down  gradually  to  children. 


Chapter  the  twenty-fifth  examines  a 
pretended  canon  of  some  African 
monks,  who  imported  infant  baptism 
into  Spain  in  the  sixtli  century. 

The  next  chapter  shews  how  the 
Emperor  Charlemagne  imposed  on 
the  Saxons  a  law  for  infant  baptism,  to 
serve  the  political  purpose  of  enslaving 
tiiem,  and  others  of  mankind  ;  and 
how  other  despots  copied  his  example, 
and  turned  the  institute  of  Christ  into 
an  engine  of  state. 

The  twenty-seventh  chapter  accounts 
for  the  extensive  progress  of  infant 
baptism,  by  shewi'.ig  how  well  it  suited 
the  interest  of  various  classes  of  men. 

Next  follows  an  account  of  several 
consequences  of  making  baptism 
necessary  to  babes,  and  so  brir.gs  on 
the  last  stage  of  the  corruption  of  it, 
the  practice  of  baptizing  infants  un- 
born. 

The  thirty-third  chapter  traces  the 
history  of  aspersion,  and  attempts  to 
shew  that  the  monks  introduced  from 
Pagan  rites  the  practice  of  sprinkling 
holy  water,  which  in  the  end  was  mis- 
taken for  christian  baptism. 

The  next  treats  of  the  real  prac- 
tice of  primitive  baptism,  which  in 
some  countries  truly,  and  in  others 
falsely,  is  called  Ana-baptism,  and  the 
three  following  chapters  narrate  the 
present  stale  of  baptism  in  various 
churches,  Eastern  and  Western,  Greek, 
Roman,  Reformed,  and  Renovated,  by 
the  original  pattern. 

Having  narrated  the  several  states  of 
this  divine  institute,  the  subject  closes 
with  an  attempt  to  shew  the  true  ground 
on  which  religion  in  justice  ought  to 
rest  ;  and  as  baptism  is  a  positive  insti- 
tute, both  commanded  and  exemplified, 
a  list  is  given  of  the  first  churches,  in 
which  there  does  not  appear  any  sprink- 
ling, or  so  much  as  one  infant,  whence 
the  conclusion  is,  that  infant  baptism  is 
not  of  divine  appointment,  and  that 
Christianity  is  not  in  this  institute  open- 
ly or  covertly^  inimical  to  tlie  birth- 
rights oi  mankind ;  on  ♦the  contrary,  by- 
requiring  personal  knowledge  and  vir- 
tue, it  is  the  best  fri  rd  of  a  good  sys- 
tem of  civil  government,  and  deserves 
well  of  mankind.  It  removes  igno- 
rance, the  bane  of  virtue,  and  by  educat- 
ing the  world,  teaches  mankind  at 
once  to  be  both  rational  and  religious, 
fit  members  of  civil  society,  and  "  meet 
to  be  partakers  of  an  inheritance  with 
the  saints  in  light." 

The  history  of  Baptism,  as  pre- 
sented in  these  chapters,  is,  cer- 
tainly, one  of  no  ordinary  stamp. 


1818.] 


HISTORY  OF  BAPTIS5I. 


85f 


ft  wa3  written  under  peculiar  ad- 
vaatages.  The  author,  it  will  be 
recollected,  was  a  man  eminent  for 
his  literary  acquirements.  He  re- 
sided near  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge in  England,  and  had  access 
to  the  immense  library  of  that 
venerable  institution.  Hence  he 
was  enabled  to  collect  a  multitude 
©f  interesting  facts  not  generally 
known ;  and  to  substantiate  them 
by  minute  references  to  the  au- 
thors consulted,  and  copious  ex- 
tracts, which  he  has  inserted  at  the 
bottom  of^he  page,  in  the  original 
Latin  and  Greek.  Many  of  these 
the  Editor  has  judiciously  retained 
as  standing  testimonies  to  the  facts 
related  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  he 
has  translated  the  most  interesting 
into  English.  Some,  however, 
that  are  very  important,  he  has 
omitted.    We  will  mention  a  few. 

It  is  ascertained  that  Gregory 
Nazianzen  the  younger,  who  lived 
in  the  fourth  century,  was  not 
baptized  till  he  was  about  thirty 
years  of  age.  If  his  parents,  dur- 
ing his  childhood,  were  Christians, 
the  fact  that  he  was  not  baptized 
before,  affords  an  argument  that 
infant  baptism  was  not,  at  that  pe- 
riod, generally  practised.  Now 
there  is  a  passage  in  a  Poem 
which  he  wrote  on  his  own  life, 
which  proves  that  at  the  time  of 
his  birth,  his  father  was  not  only 
a  Christian,  but  also  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel.  He  thus  relates  the 
earnest,  paternalsolicitation,  which 
he  received  from  him  to  enter  -.he 
ministry,  and  assist  him  in  the 
©ffice  of  bishop  of  lYazianzen  : 


0«7r<y  roa-ovTov  vcfiif^ir^nKxg  oi«v, 

A05  Tr,v  ;^iat^<Vj  ^05 

^  You  have  not  lived  so  long  as 
I  have  been  labouring  in  the  min- 
istry.— Do  me  the  kindness,  do.' 

This  extract,  had  it  been  re- 
tained, would  have  enabled  the 
reader  to  see  for  himself,  and 
would  thus  have  placed  the  mat- 
ter beyond  dispute. 

As  Mr.  Wall,  the  ingenious  and 
learned  advocate  for  infant  bap- 
tism, endeavours  to  show  tliat  the 
parents  of  Chrysostom  were  Hea- 
thens at  the  time  of  his  birth,  it  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  our 
Editor,  instead  of  only  making  a 
reference,  did  not  retain  the  ex- 
tract itself  which  Mr.  Robinson 
produces  from  Montfaucon,  as 
proof  of  what  he  asserts.* 

So  with  regard  to  St.  Basil, 
some  would  have  it  believed  '  that 
there  is  no  proof  to  the  contrary, 
but  that  he  was  baptized  in  his 
infancy.'  We  were  very  sorry 
to  find  that  the  evidence  which 
the  author  presents,  is  omitted.f 

The  positions  which  the  History 
maintains,  we  think  in  general  cor- 
rect, and  well  supported,  so  far  as 
the  main  subject  is  concerned  ;  and 
we  wish  we  could  proceed  to  give 
the  work  our  unqualified  approba- 
tion. But  we  cannot.  Before  we 
proceed,  however,  to  the  unpleas- 
ant task  of  making  our  strictures 
upon  those  parts  which  we  deem 
censurable,  our  readers,  we  trust, 
will  pardon  us  if  we  indulge  a  few 
reflections,  naturally  arising  from 


*  Chrysnstomi  vlt.  Op  Tom  xiii  Johannes  (Chrysostomus)  xxviii  annos  natus 
baptizatus  fuit  Pater  auteni  ejus,  dtim  in  ciinalibiis  esset  Johatincs.  mortuus 
est  :  ex  narratu  vera  viatris  liquet  illos  ante  ortitm  ^oh  innes  Christianas fuisse  Nat  us 
autem  esse  patatur  anno  347.  Hsec  est  sententia  Blondelli,  Hermantii,  et 
Tillemontii 

t  S  Basil,  vit.  op  praefix.  (St.  Basil's  Life,  prefixed  to  his  works  Cap.  1.  5. 
Natus  est  Basilius  circa  annum  329.     Basilium  baptizavit  Dianius  Caesaiiensis 

•  hoc  tantum  certo  scimus,  ejus  baptismum  dilatum  fuisse,  saltern  usque  ad 

illud  tennpus,  quo  Caesaream  missus  est.  Utrum  autem  etiam  usque  ad  reditum 
ex  Grsecia,  id  non  ita  exploratum  est,  sed  tamen  libentur  crediderim  eum  circa 
annum  357. 
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the  chapter  which  considers 
'whether  the  Baptism  of  John 
was  taken  from  any  Jewish  wash- 
ings, particularly  that  of  Prose- 
lytes,' and  in  which  we  think  the 
author  has  very  satisfactorily 
shewn  that  it  was  not.  It  is  dirh- 
cvit  to  conceive  how  a  person, 
after  considering  the  facts  exhibit- 
ed relating  to  this  subject,  can 
do>ibt  that  'the  baptism  of  John' 
was  '  from  heaven,' — a  new  and 
divine  institution.  A  few  of  the 
difficulties  attending  the  contrary 
supposition,  Mr.  Robinson  has 
among  many  other  considerations 
thus  briefly  stated  in  the  language 
of  a  very  learned  divine,  who 
was  once  inclined  to  that  side  of 
the  question,  but  on  further  ex- 
amination, was  led  to  doubt  its  cor- 
rectness.   They  are  these  : 

1.  «*  He  had  not  found  any  instance 
of  one  person's  washing'  another,  by 
way  of  consecration,  pui  inca'  ien  or  sanc- 
tification  ;  except  that  of  Moses'  wash- 
ing- Aaron  and  his  sons,  when  he  set 
them  apart  to  the  office  of  priests.  Lev. 
viii  6. 

2,  He  says  ;  I  cannot  find  that  the 
Jews  do  at  present  practise  any  such 
thing  as  that  of  baptizing  the  prose- 
lytes that  go  over  to  them,  though 
they  are  said  to  make  them  wash  them- 
selves. 

3  He  asks,  where  is  there  any  inti- 
mation of  such  a  practice  among  the 
Jed  s  before  the  coming  of  our  Lord  ? 
If  any  one  could  produce  any  clear 
testimony  of  that  kind  from  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, 'the  Apocrypha,  Josephus,  or 
Philo,  that  would  be  of  great  moment. 

4.  He  adds  :  In  former  times,  pros- 
elytes, coming  over  from  heathenism 
to  the  Jewish  religion,  used  to  v;ash 
themselves  t  which  is  a  very  different 
tiling  from  baptism,  or  one  person's  be- 
ing washed  by  another.  Though  I 
must  own,  I  cannot  see  how  itifajits 
could  wash  themselves."* 

Suppose  now,  we  admit  the 
Jewfsh  traditions,  which  our  Px- 
dobaptist  brethren  have  present- 
ed us  respecting  the  baptism  of 
proselytes  to  be  correct  ;  that  is, 
suppose  we  admit  it  to  be  a  fact, 
that  proselytes  washed  or  immers- 


ed themselves  at  the  time  of  their 
being  received  into  the  Jewish 
nation  ;  and  suppose  we  call  an 
immersing  of  one's  self,  baptism^ — 
no  argument  can  be  derived  from 
the  practice  for  the  baptism  of  in- 
fants in  the  Christian  cburch. 

Here  lies  the  fallacy  : — Mr. 
Wall  and  others  argue  as  if  no 
baptism,  but  that  of  proselytes, 
was  known  among  the  Jews  ;  and 
as  if  John  copied  from  this  the  or- 
dinance which  he  administered. 
But  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  Proselyte-baptism,  (if,  ac- 
cording to  the  supposition,  it  was 
observed,)  so  far  from  being  the 
source  and  grand  model  of  baptism, 
was  but  a  part,  and  a  very  small 
part  too,  of  the  '  divers  washings' 
practised  by  the  Jews. 

Besides,  as  Mr.  Wall  himself 
acknowledges,  they  baptized  nei- 
ther their  own  children,  nor  those 
which  were  born  to  a  Proselyte 
after  his  initiation,  nor  any  of  his 
posterity  in  succeeding  genera- 
tions. But  for  various  ceremonial 
purifications,  as  individuals  occa- 
sionally had  need,  they  did  wash 
or  baptize  themselves.  Such  ab- 
lutions, we  know,  were  extreme- 
ly frequent ;  and  this  was  always 
viewed  as  a  personal  concern. 

Now  John  came  preaching  that 
men  should  repent  ;  that  they 
should  be  purified  from  the  defile- 
ment of  their  sins,  and  be  ready 
to  receive  the  Messiah.  This, 
too,  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
was  a  personal  concern.  And  so 
the  scripture  represents  it — 'They 
were  baptized  of  him  in  Jordan 
confessing  their  sins.' 

His  was  the  baptism  of  Repent- 
ance^ not  of  Proselytism.  It  was 
to  the  Jews  a  symbolical  repre- 
sentation of  being  purified  from 
their  sins.  Thus  far,  its  design 
and  significancy  must  have  been 
readily  apprehended  by  them,  as 
it  resembled  the  frequent  bap- 
tisms,  or  ablutions  which  they 


•Dr.  Benson.   On  St.  Paul's  Epistles.   Vol.  I.  dis.  viii.  part  2. 
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practised  to  purify  themselves 
from  other  defiienienta.  But  to 
these  ablutions  they  never  brought 
their  children.  So  when  they 
came  to  the  Baptism  of  John,  they 
would  no  more  think  of  brmging 
their  infant  children  to  it,  than 
they  would  of  bringing  them  to 
the  numerous  other  baptisms 
w  lich  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
©bserving. 

If,  then,  the  believing  Jews  had 
all  along,  during  the  life  of  our 
Saviour,  been  accustomed  to  view 
baptism  among  them  as  a  personal 
duty,  and  had  never  considered  it 
requisite  or  proper  to  have  their 
children  baptized,  how  must  they 
have  understood  his  final  charge 
to  his  ministers  when  he  com- 
manded them  to  teach  and  baptize 
all  nations  ?  Certainly,  unless 
some  special  direction  was  given 
to  the  contrary,  they  must  have 
taken  it  for  granted,  that,  as  for- 
merly, none  but  adults  were  to  be 
baptized. 

But  we  must  hasten  to  remark 
upon  some  of  the  faults  of  the 
■work  before  us. 

It  has  much  redundant  matter. 
It  sometimes  presents  minute, 
critical  reirffeirks  that  are  but  little 
to  the  purpose,  and  seem  to  be  of 
no  possible  use  but  to  exhibit  the 
author's  acquaintance  with  lan- 
guages. He  wanders,  often,  from 
the  subject,  and  bewilders  the 
reader  by  leading  him  aside  to 
view  a  multitude  of  objects  which 
have  no  special  connexion  with  a 
history  of  Baptism. 

But  this  objection,  however  im- 
portant in  itself,  is  trifling  in  com- 
parison with  others  which  we 
have  to  make. 

The  notion  which  the  author 
maintains,  (page  17,)  that  the  orig- 
inal Greek  word  for  baptize  cannot 
be  translated,  but  that  it  was  de- 
signed by  our  Lord  and  his  Apos- 
tles to  express  not  only  a  dipping, 
but  also  a  colourings  appears  to  us 
fanciful.  It  seems  unsupported 
•  Fastorum  Lib.  iv.  790. 


even  by  the  passage  which  he 
quotes  from  Tertullian  :  Homo 
in  aqua  demissus,  et  inter  pauca 
verba  tinctus' — A  man  is  put  down, 
or  goes  down  into  the  water,  and 
amidst  a  few  words,  i.  e.  while  a 
few  words  are  pronounced,  he  is 
dipped.  Tinctus^  it  is  true,  pri- 
marily signifies  the  same  as  colour- 
ec?,  tinged.  But  as  the  principal 
action  in  colouring  was  dippings 
[into  a  dye]  the  word  came  to  be 
used  in  Latin,  like  the  corres- 
ponding terms  in  Greek,  to  denote 
simply  a  being  dipped,  wetted 
much,  or  immersed,  without  any 
reference  to  a  colouring.  Thus 
we  find  in  Ovid  the  phrase, 
'  tingere  corpus  aqua.^* 

We  fully  agree  with  Dr. 
Campbell  that  the  original  word 
put  down  in  our  common  version, 
baptize^  ought  to  have  been  trans- 
lated, and  translated  into  plain 
English,  immerse.  This  distin- 
guished gentleman,  whose  exten- 
sive erudition  was  never  doubted, 
and  whose  object  was  not  to  vin- 
dicate his  practice  as  a  Presbyteri- 
an, but  to  elucidate  the  sense  of 
Scripture  as  a  critic  and  a  man  of 
learning,  observes  : — 

"  In  several  modern  languages 
we  have,  in  what  regards  Jewish 
and  Christian  rites,  generally  fol- 
lowed the  usage  of  the  old  Latia 
version,  though  the  authors  of 
that  version  have  not  been  entire- 
ly uniform  in  their  method.  Some 
words  they  have  transferred  from 
the  original  into  their  language  ; 
others  they  have  translated.  But 
it  would  not  always  be  easy  to 
find  their  reason  for  making  this 
difference.  Thus  the  word 
'^n^iro^n  they  have  translated  ciV- 
cumcisio^  which  exactly  corres- 
ponds in  etymology  ;  but  the 
word  ^uTcrKrfisc.  they  have  retain- 
ed, changing  only  the  letters  from 
Greek  to  Roman.  Yet  the  latter 
was  just  as  susceptible  of  a  literal 
version  into  Latin  as  the  former. 
Immersio^  tiiictio^  answers  as  (m- 
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actly  in  the  one  case,  as  circumcisio 
in  the  other.  And  if  it  be  said  of 
those  words  that  they  do  not  rest 
on  classical  authority,  the  same  is 
true  also  of  this.  Etymology,  and 
the  usage  of  ecclesiastic  authors, 
are  all  that  can  be  pleaded. 

Now  the  use  with  respect  to 
the  names  adopted  in  the  V  ulgate, 
has  Cxommoniy  been  imitated,  or 
rather  implicitly  followed,  through 
the  western  parts  of  Europe. 
We  have  deserted  the  Greek 
names  where  the  Latins  have  de- 
serted them,  and  have  adopted 
them  where  the  Latins  have  a- 
dopted  them.  Hence  we  say 
circumcision,  and  not  peritmny  ; 
and  we  do  not  say  immersion,  but 
baptism.  Yet  when  the  language 
furnishes  us  with  materials  for  a 
version  so  exact  and  analogical, 
such  a  version  conveys  the  sense 
more  perspicuously  than  a  foreign 
name.  For  this  reason,  I  should 
think  the  word  immersion,  (which, 
though  of  Latin  origin,  is  an  En- 
glish noun,  regularly  formed  from 
the  verb  to  immerse,)  a  better  En- 
glish name  than  baptism,  were  we 
now  at  liberty  to  make  a  choice. 
But  we  are  not.  The  latter  term 
has  been  introduced,  and  has  ob- 
tained the  universal  suffrage  : 
and,  though  to  us  not  so  expres- 
sive of  the  action  :  yet,  as  it  con- 
veys nothing  false,  or  unsuitable 
to  the  primitive  idea,  it  has  ac- 
quired a  right  by  prescription,  and 
is  consequently  entitled  to  the 
preference."* 

The  opinion  suggested,  (p.  34) 
that  John  did  not  know  Jesus  to 
be  the  Messiah  till  after  he  had 
baptized  him,  seems  improbable 
from  the  account,  Matt.  iii.  14, 
and  from  the  fact  that  he  could 
not,  with  propriety,  baptize  him 
as  he  did  others,  unto  repentance. 

The  gloss  which  is  given  (p.  35) 
to  the  plain  statement  of  the 
Evangelist,  insinuating  that  the 
appearance  of  a  dove  descending 

*  See  Diss.  viii.  part  ii.  preliminary 


from  heaven  upon  our  Lord,  waa 
only  the  appearance  of  a  bright 
light,  is,  to  say  the  least,  little  be- 
coming a  Christian  historian. 

That  Tertullian  in  what  he 
says  respecting  sponsors  was  in- 
fluenced by  the  notion  attributed 
to  him,  (p.  174)  is  unsupported 
by  evidence,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
has  to  us  an  air  of  improbability. 

We-  were  sorry  to  find  the  au- 
thor, (p.  191)  apparently  denying 
that  infants  in  the  time  of  Cypri- 
an, about  the  middle  of  the  third 
century,  were  baptized  at  Car- 
thage, or  any  where  else,  except 
in  the  district  where  Fidus  lived. 
In  the  chapter  (commencing  p, 
177,)  on  ^the  baptism  of  babes  in 
the  time  of  Cyprian,'  we  think  he 
has  entirely  failed  in  his  attempt 
to  prove  irom  the  state  of  society 
in  certain  parts  of  Africa,  that, 

in  a  country  place,  where  some 
of  his  neighbours  bought,  stole, 
captivated,  and  burnt  children, 
Fidu?  bethought  himself  of  baptiz- 
ing new-born  infants  as  an  expedi- 
ent to  save  the  lives  of  the  lambs  of 
his  flock.'' 

The  contents  of  the  famous  let- 
ter sent  to  Fidus,  and  the  fact., 
that,  in  sending  it,  si^jr-six  bish- 
ops, or  ministers,  concurred  with 
Cj^prian,  places  it  in  our  minds 
beyond  doubt,  that  infant  baptism, 
in  cases  of  danger  of  death,  waa 
then  practised  to  a  considerable 
extent.  But  while  we  admit  that 
the  practice  had  already  com- 
menced, we  maintain  that  the 
case  of  Fidus  intimates  plainly 
that  it  had  not  existed  long.— He, 
a  bishop,  had  not  yet  ascertained 
whether  a  child  might  be  baptiz- 
ed before  the  eighth  day  of  his 
age  or  not.  The  business,  then, 
of  baptizing  infants  must  have 
been  a  new  thing  : — Else  it  seems 
utterly  incredible  that  a  bishop 
was  not  better  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  and  that  a  case  which 
must  have  occurred  so  often  as 

\  the  Four  Gospels. 
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that  which  Fidus  proposes,  \v^<s 
not  decided  before  ;  and  the  prop- 
er practice  known  to  all. 

It  is  asserted  (p.  199,)  that  "the 
Donatists  admitted  none  [to  bap- 
tism] without  a  personal  profes- 
sion of  faith  and  holiness."  No 
proof  is  adduced  ;  and  the  fact  it- 
self, to  say  the  least,  is  very 
doubtful. 

The  author's  remarks  on  "  the 
efforts  of  Auafustin  to  bring*  in  the 
baptism  of  babes,"  do  not,  in  onr 
apprehension,  place  the  subject 
in  the  fairest  and  clearest  liffht. 
We  think  his  account  calculated 
to  impress  the  reader  with  the 
id^a  that  infant  baptism  was  not  so 
common  at  the  bcQfinning-  of  the 
fifth  century  as  it  actually  was. 

He  introduces  (p.  202,)  as  con- 
firming" his  representation,  a  de- 
cree of  the  council  which  was 
convened  at  Mela,  A.  D.  416,  or, 
according-  to  some,  at  Carthage, 
A.  D.  418.    It  stands  thus 

"  Also  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
bishops  to  or  !er,  tliat  whoever  denieth 
thit  infants  newb  born  of  their  moth- 
ers are  to  be  baptized,  or  saith  that 
baptism  is  administered  for  the  remis- 
sion  of  their  own  sins,  but  not  on  ac- 
coMnt  of  orig-inal  sin  derived  from 
Adam,  and  to  be  expiated  by  the  laver 
of  reg-eneration,— be  accursed." 

But  knowing,  as  we  do,  the 
state  of  the  controversy  at  that 
time  between  the  Catholics  and 
the  Pelagians,  we  are  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  the  decree 
aimed  principally  at  the  ground  of 
infant  baptism,  and  that  the  act 
itself  was  generally  considered 
proper  and  necessary  by  both  par- 
ties, in  case  an  infant  was  in  dan- 
ger of  death. 

When  the  business  had  pro- 
ceeded thus  far,  the  transition 
was  easy  to  the  practice  of  ordi- 
narily baptizing  all  children  in 
early  infancy.  And  though  the 
several  things  which  the  author 
mentions  as  the  causes  of  its  ex- 
tensive progress  in  later  ages, 
were  all  favourable  t(^  it,  yet  the 


grand  cause  had  been  operating, 
and  the  practice  spreading  and 
strengthening  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years  before.  Honce,  to 
one  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
mistakes  of  those  times,  it  will  ap- 
pear not  at  all  surprising  that  it 
came  down  to  Augustin  with  the 
claim  of  Apostolic  tradition. 

We  regret  that  the  author  has 
passed  so  slightly  over  the  grand 
cause  to  which  we  have  jusf  al- 
luded ; — namely,  the  opinion, 
which,  at  an  early  period,  began 
to  prevail  among  Christians,  that 
Baptism  was  a  saving  ordinance, 
and  that  without  it,  none  couid  be 
received  into  heaven. 

Forgetting  that  the  phrase 
'kingdom  of  God'  is  often  used  in 
the  Bible  to  denote,  instead  of 
heaven,  the  kingdom  or  visible 
church  of  Christ,  as  constituted  by 
him  on  earth,  they  interpreted  his 
words,  John  iii.  5 — '  Except  a 
man  be  born  of  zmter^  and  of  the 
spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,'  as  if  it  were 
certain  that  he  was  speaking  di- 
rectly of  heaven  ;  and  that  his  re- 
mark must  be  applied,  in  its  full 
extent,  to  all  of  whatever  age  ; 
for  they  believed  that  a  person 
was  'born  of  the  spirit'  in  bap- 
tism. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem  to  one 
who  is  not  acquainted  Avith  the 
multitude  of  errors,  which,  soon 
after  the  time  of  the  Apostles, 
were  generally  received  in  the 
Church,  the  fact  that  the  passage 
was  understood  and  applied  as  we 
have  just  stated,  is  undoubted.  It 
is  acknowledged  by  all  who  have 
examined  the  subject  ;  and  it  suf- 
ficiently accounts  for  the  early 
and  general  extension  of  infant 
baptism.  Even  those  who  did  not 
bring  themselves  to  the  opinion 
that  infants  dying  unbaptized  must 
be  miserable  hereafter,  acknowl- 
edged that  they  could  not  indeed, 
enter  into  heaven,  the  kingdom  of 
God,  *  because  our  Saviour,  John 
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iii.  5,  had  determined  the  contra- 

When  Christians  had  adopted 
such  an  interpretation,  "  no  won- 
der" (as  the  learned  Dr.  Gale 
pertinently  remarks)  no  wonder 
if  they  were  soon  prevailed  on  by 
their  natural  tenderness  and  aiTec- 
tion,  to  secure  the  salvation  of 
their  beloved  infants,  which  lie  too 
near  a  parent's  heart  to  be  neg- 
lected in  so  weighty  a  point  as 
that  of  their  eternal  felicity.  And 
could  it  be  made  to  appear  that  this 
is  the  true  sense  of  our  Saviour's 
i^^ords,  we  should  soon  be  brought 
to  believe  He  intended  infants 
should  be  baptized.  'Tis  not  on- 
ly probable  that  Infant-Baptism 
came  in  this  way  ;  but  that  this 
reail}'  was  the  case;  must  be  plain 
enough  to  those  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  writings  of  the  Fath- 
ers Nothing  can  be  plainer 

than  that  the  misunderstanding 
the  sense  of  John  iii.  5,  gave 
rise  to  the  error  ;  for  the  Fathers 
who  speak  of  it,  always  deduce  it 
from  those  words,  and  upon  every 
pinch,  recur  to  them  as  their 
main  retreat  ;  and  Mr.  Wall  con- 
fesses that  they,  as  well  as  himself, 
looked  upon  this  place  as  the 
chief  ground  of  infant-baptism. 
So  that  this  is  not  so  hard  as  some 
fancy  to  be  reconciled  to  the  hon- 
esty and  integrity  of  those  pious 
men,  who  were  doubtless  liable 
to  mistakes  as  well  as  we.  For 
thus  in  a  case  most  exactly  parallel, 


the  same  persons  who  introduced 
the  baptizing  of  infants,  were  e- 
qually  for  admitting  them  imme- 
diately after  that  to  the  other 
sacrament  likewise,  and  that  upon 
just  such  another  mistake  of  our 
Saviour's  words  too  :  For  as  they 
inferred  the  necessity  of  Baptism 
from  John  iii.  5,  so  they  did  also 
that  of  the  Eucharist  from  John 
vi.  53, — '  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh 
of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  drink  his 
blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you.' 
Hence  St.  Austin,t  from  these 
very  texts,  at  the  same  time  ar- 
gues for  baptizing  and  communi- 
cating infants.  And  this  custom 
of  communicating  infants  accom- 
panied the  baptizing  them,  even 
from  the  first  rise  of  Psedobaptism, 
for  several  hundred  years  togeth- 
er, as  in  the  Greek  church  it  does 
to  this  day."J 

After  what  we  have  already 
said,  we  hardly  need  to  add,  that 
if  the  author  is  to  be  understood 
as  referring  to  the  introduction 
of  infant-baptism  generally,  he 
goes  too  far  when  he  says,  [p. 
519,]  "  it  was  the  chapter-statutes 
of  Charlemagne,  written  with  the 
sword  in  the  mangled  carcases  of 
men  reduced  to  slavery  and  beg- 
gary, that  did  the  business." 

Here  we  should  gladly  bring  our 
remarks  to  a  close.  But  there  are 
other  things  in  the  work  before  us, 
which  must  not  be  passed  over  in 
silence. 

To  be  conthiued. 


ANECDOTE. 
Extracted  from  the  "  Missionary  Register." 

With  what  success  under  the  ceived   some   peas  growing  be- 

divine  blessing,  christian  instruc-  tween  the   rows   of  canes  that 

tion   may  be   given   to   African  were  quite  ripe  :   knowing  that 

slaves,  is  shewn  by  Mr.  Blarsh,  be-  the  slaves  were  short  of  food, 

fore  an  Association  in  England  by  from  the  little  time  which  they 

the  following  affecting  anecdote.  were  allowed  for  the  cultivation 

A  friend   of  his  walking  one  of  their  patches  of  land,  he  called 

day  amongst  his  plantations,  per-  to  one  of  them  who  was  near  him, 

•  See  Wall's  Hist,  of  Inf  Bap.    Vol  i  p  271. 

•\  De  Peccator.  Merit,  and  Rerrission  Lib.  i  Cap  20 

^  Reflections  on  Mr.  Wall's  Hist,  of  Inf.  Baptism,  p.  545. 
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and  asked  him  why  he  did  not 
take  those  peas.  They  are  not 
mine,"  answered  the  black.  ''Oh, 
fellow,"  replied  the  master,  in 
reference  to  the  known  propensi- 
ty of  these  people,  •'  every  thing  is 
yours  that  you  can  lay  your  hands 
on  !"  "  No,  massa,"  rejoined  the 
slave,  "  Negro  who  pray,  no 
thieve  1"    The  planter  was  struck 


with  astonishment.  "  What  have 
1  been  about,"  exclaimed  he, ''  not 
to  let  the  missionaries  come  upon 
my  estate."  He  immediately  sat 
down  and  wrote  a  note  to  a  mis- 
sionary who  resided  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, desiring  him  to  c<une 
and  preach  to  his  negroes  whenev- 
er he  pleased. 


DEPARTURE  OF  THE  MISSIONARIES 
FOR  BURMAH. 

As  it  was  expected  that  Messrs. 
James  Colman,  and  Edward  Wil- 
lard  Wheeiock,  with  their  wives, 
would  sail  in  a  few  days  for 
India — a  special  prayer  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Nov.  11,  in  the  second  Baptist 
Meeting  House  in  Boston,  for  the 
purpose  of  commending  them  to 
the  guidance,  protection,  and  bless- 
ing of  Heaven. 

The  weather  was  not  pleasant, 
but  a  large  assembly  was  conven- 
ed. The  services  commenced 
at  half  past  6  o'clock,  and  con- 
tinued till  half  past  nine.  Eight 
iijinistering  brethren  prayed  ;  a 
few  short  addresses  were  inter- 
mingled, and  hymns  appropriate 
to  the  occasion  were  sung.  It 
was  a  sweet  and  solemn  season. 
A  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication 
prevailed  to  an  uncommon  degree. 
Those  who  were  mouth  for  the 
people  to  God,  appeared  to  feel 
as  Jacob  did  when  he  said,  I 
will  not  let  thee  go  except  thou 
bless  me."  If  the  friends  oiX'hrist. 
who  were  present  had  uttered 
the  language  of  their  hearts,  they 
would  have  exclaimed  with  one  ac- 
cord, "Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be 
here"!  Though  the  meeting  was 
protracted  to  an  unusual  length,  it 
was  evident  that  the  congre2:ation 
separated  with  feeiiogs  of  regret. 


On  Lord's  Day,  Nov.  16,  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M.  our  dear  Missionary 
brethren  with  their  companions, 
embarked  in  the  Ship  Indepen- 
dence, Capt.  Bangs,  for  Calcutta,  at 
which  place  they  will  embrace 
the  first  opportunity  to  obtain  a 
passage  for  Rangoon. 

The  parting  scene  was  truly  af- 
fecting. It  is  supposed  that  more 
than  200  persons  were  assembled 
on  the  Dock,  to  bid  them  a  final 
adieu,  and  to  give  them  their  ben- 
ediction. It  was  such  a  scene  as 
was  witnessed  at  Miletus.  The 
parents,  and  brothers  and  sisters ; 
and  indeed  all  who  were  present, 
wept  ;  and  many  fell  on  their 
necks,  and  kissed  them  ;  sorrow- 
ing most  of  all,  that  they  should 
see  their  faces  no  more.  None 
discovered  so  fftuch  fortitude  as  the 
Missionaries  themselves.  While 
their  friends  were  all  weeping 
around  them,  they  manifested  great 
firmness.  When  sister  Wheeiock 
stepped  on  the  plank  which  con- 
nected the  vessel  with  the  wharf, 
she  observed  to  a  female  friend  ; 
"I  would  not  exchange  situation 
with  any  of  you."  One  incident 
occurred  which  was  sufficient  to 
have  melted  a  heart  of  stone. 
When  the  vessel  began  to  move, 
the  father  of  Mr.  W.  with  all  the 
tender  anguish  of  a  parent,  took 
off  his  hat  and  exclaimed,  Wil- 
lard  !  my  dear  Son !   let  me  see 
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your  face  once  more  !  Willard 
came  to  the  side  of  the  vessel. 
The  Father  gazed  on  his  amiable 
son,  then  covered  his  head,  and 
immediately  forced  his  w^ay 
throu^fh  the  crowd  to  his  carriage. 
Just  liefore  the  vessel  -left  the 
wharf,  Dr.  Baldwin  engag-ed  in 
pra3'or,  recomiuendinu:  tlip  Mis- 
sionaries to  God,  and  the  word  of 
his  grace.  The  following  Hymn 
was  al'-o  sung  expressive  of  earnest 
desires  that  He,  who  holds  the 
wiads  in  his  fist,  v/oiild  conduct 
them  in  safety  over  the  mighty 
deep. 

HYMJY, 

Composed  bv  Mr.  Ward. 
1. 

"Smile,  Lord,  on  each  divine  attempt 
To  si)rcad  the  g-ospel's  rays, 

And  build  on  sin's  demolish  d  throne 
The  temple  of  thy^grace.'* 

2, 

Oh,  charg-e  the  waves  to  bear  our  friends 

In  safety  o'er  the  deep  ; 
Let  the  rough  tempest  speed  their  way. 

Or  bid  its'^  fury  sleep. 

S. 

When  they  shall  preach  the  Saviour's 
Beneath  the  Banian's  shade,  [word 

Let  the  poop  Bur  man  feel  its  power. 
And  make  his  spirit  gkd. 

4. 

Oh,  let  the  heavenly  Shaster  spread, 

Bid  the  new  Cast  arise, 
Till  natives  preach  the  gospel  word. 

And  Burmans  taste  its  jo\s. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  a  source  of 
gratification  to  many,  to  be  in- 
formed that  the  supercargo  of  the 
Independence  is  a  pious  man. 
Though  a  member  of  another  de- 
nomination, yet  he  appears  to  love 
all  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  This  circumstance  will 
greatly  contribute  to  the  comfort 
of  our  dear  young  friends.  When 
the  writer  of  this  article  gave 
the  parting  hand  to  one  of  the 
Missionaries  ;  his  last  words  were, 
"  Oh,  do  pray  for  us !  dear  Sir,  do 
pray  for  us  !"  It  is  hoped  that 
all  who  take  an  interest  in  the 


Burman  Mission,  will  not  only  con- 
tribute of  their  substance  for  its 
support,  out  cause  their  prayers 
to  ascend  before  God,  that  his 
presence  may  go  with  the  Mis- 
sionaries, and  that  he  may  give 
them  favour  in  the  sight  of  the 
Heathen. 


INSTRUCTIONS 
From,  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  to  their  youi^g  friends,  Mr. 
Wheelock,  ar.d  Mr  C./lman,  about  to 
comnH'nce  their  voyag^e  to  Calcutta 
on  their  way  to  Rangoon. 

Beloved  Brethren, 

The  Board  contemplate  with 
pleasure  the  work  on  which,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  you 
are  now  entering.  They  fer- 
vent.'y  pray  that  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  may  prove  your  firm  sup- 
port under  all  your  trials,  and 
that  the  same  sacred  arm  may  be 
made  bare  to  give  success  to  your 
anticipated  labours,  in  the  empire 
of  jBurmah.  Convinced  that  you 
have  alread}'  received  the  judi- 
cious counsel  of  the  brethren  who 
undertook  the  charge  of  your 
outfit,  and  that  in  Burmah  you 
will  enjoy  su  h  valuable  advice 
as  the  experience  of  the  breth- 
ren there  has  qualified  them  for 
imparting  : — they  nevertheless 
conceive  it  a  duty  to  address  you 
a  few  hues ;  and  the  delicacy  (lest 
it  should  seem  to  interfere  with 
the  province  of  the  worthy  com- 
mittee, above  referred  to,  who 
superintend  your  departure)  is 
removed  by  the  following  pas  ag'e 
in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  from 
brother  b. — It  has  been  usual 
on  occasions  like  the  present, 
for  the  missionaries  about  to  de- 
part, to  receive  such  instructions 
from  the  Board,  as  might  serve 
to  direct  them  as  to  the  general 
tenor  of  their  conduct ;  it  is  earn- 
estly desired  that  such  instruc- 
tions may  be  sent  on  in  season 
for  the  Missionaries  to  take  with 
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them,  not  doubting  but  they  will 
be  received  with  gratitude,  and 
often  perused  with  interest  by 
our  young  brethren." 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Board,  that 
the  general  sentiments  and  recom- 
mendations contained  in  their  sec- 
ond Annual  Report,  be  consider- 
ed as  directed  in  substance  to 
yourselves,  as  well  as  to  the  dear 
brethren  already  at  the  mission 
station.  In  a  land  of  darkness 
and  enemies,  you  will  see  the  im- 
portance of  combining  your  in- 
terests and  affections  to  the  ut- 
most possible  extent.  Unity  of 
temporalities  and  missionary  pro- 
jects has  been  the  vital  puls9 
of  the  w^onderful  establishment 
at  Serampore  ;  and  in  reference 
to  Burmah,  we  would  urge,  that 
such  a  union  is  not  a  vain  thing 
for  you,  it  is  your  life. 

While  the  members  of  the  mis- 
sion feel  themselves  one  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  while  the  Board  is  ful- 
ly convinced  that  no  disposition 
exists  in  the  brethren  in  India, 
to  assume  an  improper  influence, 
they  affectionately  urge  you  to 
pay  that  respect  to  their  senti- 
ments, which  superior  age  and 
an  actual  residence  at  Rangoon 
obviously  claims.  The  Board  has 
received  the  most  pleasing  testi- 
monies relative  to  the  amiableness 
of  your  dispositions,  and  have  con- 
fidence in  your  prudence  and  pi- 
ety ;  but  youth  is  a  season  of  in- 
experience, and  the  suggestions 
of  years  will  not  be  despised. 

Be  circumspect  and  conciliating 
in  your  conduct  on  board  the  Li- 
dependence.  Missionaries  of  the 
cross  sometimes  derive  encour- 
agement to  future  service  from 
tha  blessings  which  follow  their 
intercourse  with  those  who  sail 
with  them.  A  respectful  and  use- 
ful minister  of  Christ,  now  connect- 
ed with  th^  Philadelphia  Associa- 
tion, was  brought  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth,  under  the  pious 


instruction  of  Rev.  Mr.  Biss,  while 
passing  in  the  ship  from  America 
to  Calcutta. 

May  the  honour  be  yours,  as 
instruments  in  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  to  turn  some  thoughtless 
mariner  from  the  error  of  his  ways, 
and  thereby  save  a  soul  from 
death. 

Appreciate  the  counsels  of  the 
Millennial  Band  at  Serampore.  Ob- 
serve their  habits — cultivate  their 
friendship.  They  are  the  medi- 
ums of  inter-communication  be- 
tween the  Board  and  Burmah,  and 
are  entitled  to  high  respect  and 
gratitude. 

Above  all,  dear  brethren,  may 
you  and  your  companions  in  life 
abound  in  personal  religion. — The 
prosperity  of  your  own  souls  will 
be  the  surest  presage  of  success 
in  your  Missions.  Familiarit}' 
with  the  throne  of  grace  will 
contirm  your  faith,  sustain  your 
hopes,  beguile  your  tribulations, 
and  invigorate  your  souls. — The 
Board  will  be  happy  often  to 
hear  from  you. — Write  at  large 
either  in  a  way  of  letter  or 
journalwise.  With  fervent  prayer 
to  almighty  God  for  your  pre- 
servation and  success,  I  subscribe, 
in  behalf  of  the  Board,  very 
affectionately  yours, 

W.  Staughton, 

Sec''ry. 

N.  B.  As  the  foregoing  was  cop- 
ied while  the  ship  was  hauling  off, 
several  sentences  are  added  from  re- 
collection, £ci, 

FROM  BURMAH. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  A.  Judson, 
one  of  our  Missionaries  at  Rangoon, 
to  his  parents  in  Plymouth,  dated 
17th  of  June,  we  have  received  the 
following-  interesting  intelligence,  that 
500  copies  of  the  gospel  of  St. 
Matthew,  had  been  translated,  and 
printed  in  th«  Barman  tvpe,  at  the 
mission  prei^s  at  itangoon ;  and  were 
now  distributing  among  the  natives 
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ENGLISH  MISSION. 

Extracts  from  the  Journal  of  Rev. 
H.  Tovvnly,  dated  Calcutta,  Sept. 
7,  1816. 

We  arrived  at  Calcutta,  after 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  pros- 
perous voyages  from  England  per- 
haps ever  experienced  ;  and  here 
we  found  a  number  of  pious  and 
truly  kind  Christian  friends  of  all 
denominations,  whose  hearts  were 
inclined  towards  us,  and  who  gave 
us  a  most  hospitable  reception ; 
and  for  the  encouragement  of  fu- 
ture Missionaries,  and  the  excite- 
ment of  our  gratitude,  we  feel 
constrained  to  note  down,  that  not 
one  good  thing  hath  failed^  of  all 
which  the  Lord  our  God  hath  spoken  ; 
and  especially  has  the  promise, 
that  he  who  leaveth  father  or 
mother,  &c.  for  the  sake  of  Christ, 
shall  find  a  hundred-fold  fathers 
and  mothers,  and  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, &c.  been  verified  in  our  ex- 
perience. 

Soon  after  our  arrival.  Brother 
May  came  down  from  Chinsurah  to 
see  us,  and  we  rejoiced  to  see  him 
in  health,  and  to  learn  that  his 
schools  were  flourishing. 

12. — Brother  May,  Keith,  and 
myself,  met  together,  and,  after 
looking  up  to  Him  who  alone  can 
impart  that  wisdom  which  is  prof- 
itable to  direct,  and  carefully  re- 
perusing  the  instructions  received 
previous  to  our  departure,  delib- 
erated upon  various  points  con- 
nected with  our  mission. 

17. — Heard  S2buk  Ram^  one  of 
the  native  converts,  expound  the 
sacred  Scriptures  to  a  small  num- 
ber of  natives,  at  the  house  of  an 
European  connected  with  the  Bap- 
tist congregation.  It  was  truly 
gratifying  to  witness  the  animation 
with  which  he  sang  and  proclaim- 
ed the  praises  of  our  blessed  Re- 
deemer. His  singing  was  calcu- 
lated to  chide  the  lifelessness  of 
many  who  have  enjoyed  tenfold 
his  advantages.  I  could  not  but 
long  for  the  day  when  I  also 
should  be  able  to  address  the 


poor  infatuated  Bengallese  upon 
those  points  which  belong  to  their 
eternal  peace. 

Oct.  5. — I  visited  Serampore 
in  company  with  Brother  May, 
(Brother  Keith  having  visited  it 
on  a  previous  occasion,)  found  the 
brethren  well,  and  busily  em- 
ployed in  carrying  on  the  great 
and  glorious  work  in  which 
they  are  embarked.  A  Mr.  Harle 
(an  European,  who  had  acted  for 
some  years  as  clerk  in  a  mercan- 
tile house  of  this  city)  accompa- 
nied us  to  Serampore,  and  then 
went  forward  to  his  residence  at 
Chinsurah.  He  is  a  young  man 
who  has  just  come  forward  with 
expressions  of  ardent  desires  to  be 
employed  as  a  labourer  in  our  di- 
vine Lord's  extensive  vineyard. 
Brother  May  is  well  acquainted  with 
him,  and  purposes  writing  to  you  ful- 
ly concerning  him,  and  recommend- 
ing him  to  be  taken  under  your 
patronage  ;  in  which  recommen- 
dation I  inWy  concur. 

Oct.  6. — Preached  twice  at 
Chinsurah  to  a  respectable  and 
attentive  congregation. 

7. — Visited  with  much  gratifica- 
tion Brother  May's  central  school ; 
and  afterwards  witnessed  the  pleas- 
ing scene  of  rewarding  the  head 
boys  of  the  respective  schools, 
and  paying  the  teachers,  all  of 
whom  assemble  together  at  Chin- 
surah quarterly  for  the  purpose. 

20. — A  cordial  union  subsists 
between  us  and  the  Baptist  breth- 
ren here.  We  have  preached 
repeatedly  for  them  in  the  chap- 
el ,  and  they  have  conveyed  us 
to  the  fort  several  times  to  preach 
for  them  there.  We  have  ob- 
tained advice  from  Dr.  Carey,  and 
Bengalee  Scriptures  and  Tracts 
from  Serampore  ;  and  any  thing 
which  might  by  possibility  have 
had  a  tendency  to  interrupt  our 
harmony  is  taken  out  of  the  way. 
May  we  have  grace  given  us  nev- 
er to  give  any  just  cause  of 
offence  to  these  men  of  God, 
whose  example  of  deadnejs  to 
the  world,  and  zeal  for  their  Re* 
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deemer's  cause,  we  wish  to  copy, 
and  whose  good  opinion  we  high- 
ly prize. 

22. — A  native  of  the  name  of 
Rain  Mohon  Roy  paid  me  a  visit 
at  breakfast-time,  being  introdu- 
ced by  our  Baptist  brother,  Law- 
son.  He  is  a  very  interesting 
character,  a  man  of  higli  caste, 
deep  learning,  large  property,  no- 
ble appearance,  great  influence, 
and  very  amiable  manners.  He 
has  been  so  far  enlightened  as  to 
see  the  folly  and  wickedness  of 
idolatry,  and  has  published  sev- 
eral pamphlets  on  the  subject, 
an  assortment  of  which  I  am  col- 
lecting :  we  cherish  much  hope 
concerning  him  ;  and  perceiving 
in  what  a  remarkable  degree  he 
has  been  enlightened  to  see  the 
absurdity  of  idolatry,  we  hope 
and  pray  that  this  twilight  of 
knowledge  may  prove  the  har- 
binger of  eternal  day  to  his  soul. 

[C/&.  Her, 


EXTRACTS, 

From  observations  offered  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  London  Missionary 
Society,  continued  from  last  No. 


MR.  STEVEN. 

"  After  the  rich  supply  thro\vn 
into  your  treasury  by  my  respected 
friend,  [Dr.  Bogue]  will  you  accept 
of  2  mites  out  of  my  penury  ?  I  may 
appeal  to  every  person  here  who 
possesses  Christian  feeling,  wheth- 
er he  has  not  been  highly  grati- 
fied while  our  friend  was  speaking 
of  the  proceedings* of  the  Society 
last  year.  We  have  been  favour- 
ed to-day  with  a  sort  of  ubiquity  : 
we  have  followed  our  friend  rather 
rapidly :  we  have  been  visiting 
the  four  quarters  of  the  globe. — 
We  eee  the  standard  of  the  cross 
waving  in  the  wilds  of  Africa,  the 
plains  of  Hindoostan,  &c.  &c.  W^e 
look  forward.  How  small  a  por- 
tion of  the  globe  which  we  inhabit 
has  yet  been  visited  by  the  Sun  of 
righteousness  !  But  as  Moses  be- 
lieved, so  do  we  ;  that  as  surely 
as  our  great  Intercessor  is  now 
before  the  throne,  so  surely  shall 


the  nations  in  due  time  fall  under 
his  dominion.  We  look  forward, 
Sir,  and  we  see  the  banner  of  the 
cross  waving  upon  the  mosque  of 
St.  Sophia,  and  elevated  upon  the 
temple  of  Juggernaut.  We  see 
that  masterpiece  of  Satan's  policy, 
the  Indian  caste,  like  the  walls  of 
Jericho,  falling  to  the  ground.  To 
change  the  metaphor,  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Society,  like  the  living 
waters  that  flowed  from  under  the 
threshold  of  the  sanctuary,  though 
but  ancle  deep,  have  yet  refreshed 
many  nations.  We  hear  from  the 
wilds  of  Africa,  the  Bushmen,  the 
Hottentots,  Lc.  uniting  in  one 
grand  chorus,  Glory,  glory,  glor}^, 
be  to  God,  for  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  We  go  on  to  Asia,  and 
hear  the  Hindoos  say,  '  Hallowed 
be  the  day  when  missionary-man 
first  visited  my  native  shore.  My 
guilty  conscience  found  no  relief 
till  I  was  directed  b}'^  your  mission- 
ary to  the  fountain  opened  for  sin 
and  uncleanness.  In  that  fountain 
I  have  washed,  I  have  obtained 
peace,  I  have  obtained  purity.' — 
Although  much  has  been  done, 
let  us  recollect  that  there  is  yet 
much  land  to  be  possessed.  The 
children  of  Israel  had  only  two 
tribes  and  a  half  that  got  quiet  pos- 
session of  the  promised  land.  All 
the  rest  had  to  fight  their  way  for 
it.  We  are  not  to  suppose  that 
the  business  is  done  :  it  is  but  be- 
gun. I  will  not,  Sir,  trespass  any 
longer,  but  encourage  my  friends 
to  go  forward.  We  want  two 
things  particularly  ;  we  want  more 
funds,  we  want  more  prayer.  Is 
there  any  one  here  that  has  neg- 
lected to  pray  for  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety this  last  year  ?  O  let  us  never, 
never  rise  from  our  bended  knees, 
without  pleading  that  God  would 
remember  his  promise  to  his  Son, 
and  that  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
may  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
Lord  and  of  his  Christ." 

DR.  MASON,  OF  NEW  YORK. 

"My  respected  and  honoured 
Christian  Friends.    Had  I  consult- 
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ed  merely  my  bodily  feelings,  1 
should  not  have  attempted  the 
task  of  addressing  you  this  day  : 
and  did  make  au  attempt  to  de- 
clme  what  I  account  both  an  hon- 
our and  a  happiness.  But  I  con- 
fess that  i  felt  the  blush  mantling 
in  my  cheek  when  I  thought  of 
shrinking  from  a  little  bodily  ex- 
ertion in  giving  my  tribute  of  re- 
spect and  reverence  to  a  society 
that  is  sending  out  my  fellow 
sinners,  fellow  christians,  fellow 
ministers,  to  carry  their  body  and 
their  blood  into  the  service  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Fifteen  years  ago, 
this  day,  or  near  it,  I  had  the 
ineffable  satisfaction  of  witnessing 
the  zeal,  the  love,  the  efforts,  of 
the  London  Missionary  Society. 
And  never  shall  I  forget.  Sir,  the 
impression  that  was  made  upon 
my  heart  at  the  parting  scene. 
Never  can  I  forget  the  evident 
presence  of  the  spirit  of  grace  and 
supplication,  with  the  vows,  and 
thanksgivings,  and  wishes,  that 
were  poured  out  at  the  conclu- 
sion, by  a  reverend  and  honoured 
friend  now  present.  I  had  not 
then  the  expectation  that  I  should 
once  more  be  permitted  to  wit- 
ness a  scene  on  which  the  angels 
of  God,  (if  on  any  on  this  globe) 
look  down  with  delight.  Inspira- 
tion tells  us  that  angels  are  all 
ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  on 
a  ministry  for  them  who  are  to  be 
heirs  of  salvation  :  and  when 
the  business  is  to  send  that  salva- 
tion to  the  stray  sheep  who  are 
not  of  this  fold  ;  if  there  be  ever 
a  general  rendezvous  of  the  angels, 
it  is  to  witness  the  transactions 
connected  with  such  an  object." 

Speaking  of  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,   the    Dr.  adds. 

Here  I  saw  of  what  stuff  a  mis- 
sionary ought  to  be  made.  Here 
I  saw,  that  zeal,  excited  by  a  va- 
riety of  concurring  circumstances 
in  a  Christian  country,  that  has 
not  counted  the  cost,  is  likely  to 
evaporate.  Here  1  saw,  that  faith, 
and  love,  and  devotedness,  as  well 


as  some  important  intellectual 
qualities,  of  which  common  sense 
is  by  far  the  most  valuable,  are 
indispensable  to  him  who  hopes 
to  make  an  impression  upon  those 
that  are  without  God,  and  without 
the  Gospel.  Here  1  saw  that 
any  man  who  means  to  be  a  ser- 
vant of  Jesus  Christ,  in  this  cause, 
must  go  without  conditions,  except 
it  be  that  his  Master  shall  stand 
by  him  as  long  as  he  is  engaged 
in  his  work.  And  if  we  are  not 
satisfied  that  we  are  ready  to  have 
our  blood  spilt  the  next  hour, 
we  are  not  fit  for  the  work,  Sir. 

Permit  me  to  press  upon  the 
minds  of  this  Christian  audience, 
one  of  the  singular,  the  original 
honours  of  this  institution.  I 
believe.  Sir,  it  was  in  the  bosom 
of  the  (London)  Missionary  Soci- 
ety, that  the  gospel  spirit  of  cath- 
olic love  and  fellowship  originated. 
If  my  memory  does  not  deceive 
me,  till  that  period.  Christians 
were  looking  at  their  different 
peculiarities  through  a  very  thick 
mist.  And  we  all  know  what  a 
fog  is :  every  man  knows,  that  if 
he  see  an  object  through  a  mist, 
it  has  a  vast  and  imposing  appear- 
ance ;  but  when  he  comes  up  to 
it,  it  dwindles  to  nothing.  The 
light  and  warmth  issuing  from  this 
Society  have  driven  away  the 
mist:  and  christians  that  were 
jangling  about  a  variety  of  little 
things  have  found  that  they  were 
not  worth  their  pains  or  trouble. 
They  have  discovered,  with  great 
surprise,  that  they  are  practically 
one  in  Christ  Jesus.  Out  of  that 
gospel  spirit  of  catholic  benev- 
olence, that  unites  believers  in 
the  Son  of  God,  whatever  be  their 
external  forms,  has  proceeded 
unquestionably,  in  a  very  great 
degree,  all  the  other  forms  of  no- 
ble munificence  in  this  country. 
Had  there  been  no  Missionary 
Society,  there  would  have  been 
no  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety :  and  I  cannot  help  marking 
with  particular  care  and  tender 
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feeling,  the  march  of  the  Divine 
Providence.      Here  is  first  the 
Missionary  Society.    The  Mission- 
ary must  go  and  break  up  the 
fallow  ground  :   he  must  go  and 
tell  the  poor  Pagans  that  there 
is  a  Bible,  and  what  it  is  worth  : 
then  minds  are  excited  to  multi- 
ply this  bible,  to  follow  up  the 
blow,  enter  the  breach,  and  pour 
in  this  Bible  among  the  nations, 
who  have  been  apprised  of  its 
value,  and  of  its  coming, — And  per- 
mit me  to  repeat  that  general  idea 
w  hich  has  been  communicated  this 
day,  tLut,  with  all  the  reverence 
and  respect  that  I   feel  for  the 
Bible  Society — (let  its  name  and 
praises  be  suspended  in  letters  of 
gold  from  the  wings  of  angels,  and 
carried  under  the  light  of  heaven 
from  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the 
other  end  of  the  earth  ;)  but  per- 
mit me  to  say,  Sir,  that  if  there 
be  nothing  but  the  Bible  to  be  sent, 
the  world  is  never  to  be  convert- 
ed.    Yet  I  would  say  ;  Fill  the 
land  with  Bibles  ;    put  one  in 
every  house,  in  every  chamber ; 
God  in  his  sovereignty  may  call 
some  by  the  efficacy  of  his  Word 
alone,  to  shew  the  power  of  his 
arm  ;   yet  that  will  not  convert 
the  nations.     Why  ?   Because  it 
is  not  the  Master's  ordinance  for 
converting  the  nations.    The  Mas- 
ter's ordinance  is,  "  Go  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel 
to  every  creature."     And  what 
amazing  advantages  are  given  to 
the  living  teacher,  when  he  can- 
not put  his  foot  upon  an  acre  of 
Pagan  soil  without  finding  a  Bible  ! 
He  can  go  and  teach  the  Heathen 
with  that  Bible  in  his  hand.    It  is 
the  two  together  that  are  to  con- 
vert the  nations.     Our  Lord  has 
told  us  that  the  lips  of  flesh  and 
blood  shall  be  the  instruments  of 
conveyiug  peace,  life,  holiness  and 
happiness.  Such  then  are  the  won- 
derful steps  of  Divine  Providence. 
Had  the  Bible  Society  commenced 
its  attempts  before  the  Missionary 
Society,  it  would  in  all  probability 
kave  been  unsuccessful. 


DOMESTIC  MISSION. 

Extracts  from  Elder  A.  Sherburn*s 
Journal,  whWe  on  a  mission  of  ten 
months,  into  the  north-westerly 
parts  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  parts  of  N.York  adjoining.  Com- 
municated to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Bap.  Miss.  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Arundell,  Dec.  10,  1817. 
Rev.  and  Dear  Sir^ 

''Having  been  more  than  ten 
months  from  my  family  in  the 
service  of  the  Society  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
unto  whom  (through  you)  I  have 
made  several  communications,  I 
now  uudertalie  to  give  you  a 
more  particular  account  of  the 
places  and  manner  of  spending 
my  time,  on  this  long  and  fatigu- 
ing mission,  in  which  it  has  pleas- 
ed the  Lord,  to  preserve  my 
health  through  much  preaching, 
heavy  rains,  intolerably  bad  roads, 
and  many  privations.  However, 
after  surmounting  these  little  dif- 
ficulties and  meeting  a  few  loving 
and  longing  christians,  and  others 
bidding  me  a  hearty  welcome  to 
their  sometimes  smoky  huts, 
and  frequently  coarse  and  scanty 
fare  ;  and  hearing  them  express 
their  thankfulness  to  our  gracious 
Lord,  with  tears  of  gratitude 
to  the  society,  and  especially  to 
the  female  societies,  who  have 
taken  so  deep  an  interest  in 
their  welfare — and  while  enjoy- 
ing the  presence,  and  joining  in 
the  worship  of  that  God  who  has 
said.  The  wilderness  and  the  sol- 
itary places  shall  be  glad  for 
them  ;  and  that  our  light  afflic- 
tions, which  are  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, shall  work  out  for  us  a  far 
more  exceeding  and,eternal  weight 
of  glory — I  have  forgotten  all 
my  toils,  and  rejoiced  that  I  had 
any  reason  to  hope,  that  my  la- 
bours were  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.  I  have  had  sweet  employ- 
ment in  preaching  the  word  of 
life,  and  conferring  with  those 
who  have  been  all  attention.  1 
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have  often  said,  "It  is  good  for 
one  to  be  here."  Who  would 
not  endure  a  little  toil,  or  sufifer 
some  privations  for  the  sake  of 
the  gospel's  being  preached  where 
it  is  so  much  needed,  and  so 
gratefully  received  ? 

I  spent  ten  or  twelve  weeks  in 
the  county  of  Bradford,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
Susquehannah  and  its  branches  ; 
that  is,  the  Tioga,  the  Towanda 
and  Sugar  Creeks.  The  Tioga 
rises  in  the  mountains  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and,  winding  its  course 
through  part  of  the  adjacent  State 
of  New-York,  it  receives  the 
Cownesque,  Canesteo  and  Can- 
hacton  ;  and  after  running  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  miles,  falls 
into  the  Susquehannah  at  Tioga 
point,  about  thirty  miles  from  its 
source  :  compassing  in  its  course 
a  valuable  tract  of  country,  in 
form  resembling  a  horse  shoe. 
In  this  tract  is  situated  the  towns 
of  Athens,  Ulster,  Canton,  Burl- 
ington, Troy,  Columbia,  Spring- 
field, Smithfield,  Wells,  Chemung, 
-tackson,  Laurence,  Sullivan, 
Painted-Post,  Covington,  &c. 

The  Towanda  and  Sugar  Creeks 
run  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
through  a  number  of  those  towns, 
and  fall  into  the  Susquehannah 
twenty  miles  below  Tioga  point, 
within  a  few  miles  of  each  other. 
In  this  tract  of  country,  are  situat- 
ed the  following  churches,  viz  : 
The  Chemung,  (where  was  the 
former  residence  of  the  venerable 
lioswell  Golf,  whose  labours  have 
been  more  abundant  in  this  coun- 
try than  those  of  any  other  man.) 
The  Towanda  church  on  the 
Creek  of  that  name  in  the  toAvn  of 
Canton,Burlington  on  Sugar  Creek, 
Smithfield,  Columbia,  and  Tioga. 
In  all  the  above  places  there  is  but 
one  regular  ordained  preacher.  El- 
der Jonathan  Stone,  of  Smithfield. 
Some  of  these  churches  I  found  in 
an  unpleasant  situation,  and  in  gen- 
eral in  a  low  and  tried  state,  as  might 
naturally  be  expected  from  their 


being  only  partially  supplied  with 
public  instruction.  While  in  thii 
quarter,  I  preached  in  all  those 
towns  and  churches,  as  often  at 
was  practicable,  generally  three 
times  on  Lord's  days,  and  frequent- 
ly twice  on  other  days.  i  also 
travelled  down  the  Susquehannah 
to  a  town  called  Asylum,  where  I 
found  a  number  of  professors  of 
different  churches.  I  made  them 
two  visits,  and  was  cordially  re- 
ceived by  them.  We  parted  with 
reluctance.  I  crossed  to  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  visited  the 
church  in  Wisox,  and  had  a  pleas- 
ant time.  Here  is  an  Elder  West, 
who  preaches  in  this  and  several 
adjacent  towns  ;  also  a  Deacon 
T.  B.  Beebe,  a  licentiate^  whose 
preaching  is  very  acceptable. 

I  should  have  left  this  quarter 
earlier,  but  for  having  been  solic- 
ited to  tarry  and  attend  the  ordina- 
tion of  brother  Levi  Baldwm  in 
the  Tioga  church. 

The  church  in  Spencer  made 
application  to  the  same  council  to 
set  apart  brother  Benjamin  Ovatt. 
We  rode  sixteen  miles  through 
the  woods  without  a  house,  and 
on  the  fourih  of  July,  attended 
the  ordination  in  Spencer  Court- 
House. 

After  the  ordination,  I  rode 
seven  miles,  and  preached  in  a 
Dutch  settlement  on  the  Kioata 
Creek.  Next  day  accompanied 
brother  GofT  home,  and  spent  the 
Sabbath  very  agreeably  with  him 
and  his  people  in  Elmira,  where  I 
received  several  small  donations 
for  the  society.  Journeying  west, 
I  visited  and  preached  in  Painted- 
post  and  Addison.  Thence  through 
a  wilderness  to  a  new  settlement 
in  Troopsburg,  where  the  Lord 
was  carrying  on  his  work.  An 
Elder  Bigalow  had  recently  visit- 
ed them,  and  had  baptized  four- 
teen, most  of  whom  had  lately 
belonged  to  a  Methodist  class. 
The  class  leader  was  among  the 
number.  They  appear  to  be  a 
happy  band,  and  the  work  is  still 
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going  on  among  them.  They 
unanimously  expressed  their . 
wishes  to  be  regularly  organiz- 
ed as  a  church  of  Christ  ;  and 
having  articles  drawn  and  also  a 
covenant,  to  these  twelve  breth- 
ren and  eleven  sisters  I  gave 
fellowship  as  a  gospel  church. 
On  Lord's  day  following,  I  baptized 
two  more,  which  were  added  to 
them.  After  preaching  several 
more  lectures,  I  continued  my 
journey  toward  the  Alleghany. 

1  next  visited  a  small  destitute 
church  in  Alfred,  and  some  adja- 
cent settlements  in  Alleghany 
county.  I  also  attended  a  cove- 
nant meeting  with  this  harmonious 
church,  and  broke  bread  to  them. 
Having  preached  three  times 
with  them  on  the  Sabbath,  I  took 


my  leave  of  them.  From  this  I 
visited  Olean-Point,  and  was  here 
treated  with  much  politeness  and 
hospitality  by  Judge  Brooks,  as  I 
had  also  been  before,  by  Judge 
Gore,  at  Sheshequin.  From  each 
of  those  places  I  found  it  conve- 
nient to  write,  both  to  the  Board 
and  my  family,  from  whom  I  had 
heard  nothing  until  I  came  into 
this  county.  I  preached  at  Oleau 
on  the  Lord's  day,  and  then  went 
up  the  Alleghany  thirty  miles, 
preaching  as  often  as  I  could,  but 
was  frequentl}^  obliged  to  decline 
the  acceptance  of  pressing  invita- 
tions. I  returned  and  preached 
at  Olean  one  Lord's  day  more  and 
received  several  small  donations." 
( To  be  Concluded  in  our  next  J 


MISSIONARY  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  folloviing  Donations  have  been  received  sirce  August  last,  by  y  Caitldtoell,  Treas- 
urer of  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Sept.  22,    Hon.  Mark  Harris,  Portland,  from  the  Cumberland  F  M.  S.  140,00 

23,    Hon.  Samuel  Eddy,— African  Mite  Society,  Providence,  12^27 

„               „           Donations  by  individuals       -       -  3.00 

„              ,,           AV arren  Association          -          -  48,77 

25,    Rev.  Mr.  Seager,        Redstone  Association,  Penn.          -  167,00 

Oct,    4,    Interest  on  U.  S.  Stock  for  October,          .          -          .  167,98 

13,  Mr.  Skciding— Female  F.  M.  Society,  Troy,  N.  Y.       -       -  71,50 

14,  Rev.  William  Gammell,  Medfield,  Mass.  (Norfolk  County  and 

Vicinity  Missionary  Society,)  F.  M.  S,        -        -  -  60.C0 

16,  By  Gen.  A.  Forbes,  Windsor,  Union  Soc.  Vermont  &  N.  Harap.  200  00 

20,  By  Rev.  Caleb  Douglass,  Utica.    F.  M.  S.          .  -  767,3S 

Nov.  14,  By  Dea.  H.  Hill,  Catskill,  Northern  District  Society,  -  149i93 

By  Mrs.  R.  Hill,       do.       Female  F.  M.  Society,  -          43  37 

15,  By  Rev.  S.  Goodale,  Holland  Purchase  As.sociatlon,  -  65,70 
By  do.  do.  Ontario  do.  -  -  31,00 
By  d».  do.  Female  Society,  Farmington,  -  10,00 
By       do.       do.       Ontario  Female  F  M.  Society,  .  29,30 

28,  By  Elder  Parson,  a  donation  from  Mr.  Abner  Mitchell,  Turin, 

Lewis  County,  N.  Y.       -  -  .  .  .  75,00 

Dec.  2,  By  Rev.  Linus  Austin,  Lyden,  F.  M  S.  -  -  100^00 

Jieceived  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Salem  Bib'e  Translation  and  Foreign  Mission 
Society,  since  the  statement  in  the  Magazine  of  March.  1817. 

1817. 

Jan.  5,  Collection  at  Rev. Mr. BoUes' Meeting-house,  after  Anni.  Sermon,  43,29 
From  a  person  not  at  the  Lecture,  -  .  .  1,00 

From  Mrs.  Story  1,00,    Mrs.  Saul,  48  cts.  -  -  l[48 

29,  From  Beverly  Engine  Company,  No.  1.  (by  Mr.  E.  Fisk,)  3,06 
From  Mrs.  Fuller  37  cts  B.  Edwards,  Beverly,  1,00  -  1,37 

Ap.  18,  From  Elder  George  Evans,  -  _  -         -  1  QO 

Collection  in  the  S  Reading  Bap.  Meet,  house,  (by  Lilly  Eaton,)  .3231 

Sep.  15,  From  Miss  Jones,  President  of  a  Fem  Miss.  Soc  in  Sedgwick,  9,28 
19,  From  a  Miss  Box.  kept  in  house  of  Rev.  Mr.  Chaplin  in  Danvers,  39,00 

Nov.  4,  From  Bap  Ch  Sc  Soc.  Sedgwick,  under  care  of  Rev.Mr.  Pinkham,  12,36 
From  Mrs.  Pinkham,  Sec'y  of  a  Fem.  For.  Miss.  Soc.  in  Sedgwick,  9,93 

^ec.  18,  From  Annual  Sutiscxibers,         -  51,00 

Eben.  Secorob,   Treasurer.  205,58 
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REVIVAL  OF  RELIGION    IN  WANTAGE, 
STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEV. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Levi 
Hall  to  one  of  the  Editors,  dated 
Wantage,  Sussex  County,  State  of 
N.J.    Aug^.  4,  1817. 

[Mr.  Hail,  after  giving  some  ac- 
count of  his  trials  in  leaving  the 
church  in  Pleasant  Valley,  and  settle- 
ment with  this  church,  proceeds  as 
follows  :] 

"  In  the  month  of  February, 
1816,  the  Lord  began  to  revive 
work  in  this  church.  A  few 
were  baptized  in  this  and  the 
three  following  months.  But  in 
June  the  work  was  more  power- 
ful. Some  appeared  to  be  awak- 
ened in  every  part  of  the  congre- 
gation, while  others  were  rejoic- 
ing in  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  In 
this  mouth  I  baptized  five.  The 
Lord  now  poured  out  his  spirit 
in  a  most  blessed  manner  ;  and 
many  poor  sinners  came  with 
weeping  and  supplications  for 
mercy.  In  July  there  were 
nine  who  gave  evidence  of  their 
having  been  born  from  above  ; 
who,  following  the  example  of 
their  Lord,  went  down  into  the 
watery  grave,  and  were  buried 
with  him  in  baptism.  A  numer- 
ous audience  attended  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  the  power  of  God 
was  evidently  displayed. 

In  August  six  more  were  bap- 
tized, and  in  September  eight,  in 
October  ten.  Mourning  and  cry- 
ing for  mercy  were  frequently 
heard  and  seen  among  tl^ose  who 
were  living  without  hope.  Old 
saints  were  greatly  quickened, 
and  much  engaged  :  prayer  meet- 
ings were  attended,  three,  four, 
and  five  nights  in  the  week,  in  al- 
most every  part  of  the  congrega- 
tion. I  preached  and  visited  among 
mourning  sinners  and  young  con- 
Terts  day  and  night,  till  my  bodily 
strength  was  almost  exhausted  : 
but  while  my  flesh  was  worn  out. 


with  fatigue,  my  soul  was  rejoic- 
ing in  the  good  work. 

The  month  of  November  now 
commenced  ;  and  on  the  first 
Lord's  day,  which  was  our  usual 
ordinance  day,  thirteen  new  con- 
verts were  baptized  ;  and  after 
baptism  we  as  usual  returned  to 
the  meeting-house  for  singing  and 
prayer,  and  giving  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship.  A  more  glorious 
time  1  never  witnessed.  Num- 
bers were  rejoicing,  having  a 
good  hope  through  grace  ;  and 
many  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  meeting-house  were  mourn- 
ing for  sin,  while  penitential  tears 
were  trickling  from  their  weep- 
ing eyes. 

*♦  Great  was  the  day,  the  joy  was  great. 
When  the  divine  disciples  met." 

There  has  been  more  or  less 
baptized  every  month  ever  since. 
The  whole  number  which  has 
been  added  by  baptism  to  this 
church  in  this  revival,  is  eighty- 
five  ;  and  the  shoAver,  we  trust,  is 
not  yet  over.  Some  of  our  minis- 
tering brethren  have  visited  and 
assisted  us  by  their  labours  during 
this  good  work,  particularly  El- 
ders Labeus  Lathrop,  Henry  Ball, 
and  John  Wintermote.  These 
were  instrumental  in  refreshing 
the  sheep  and  lambs  of  Christ. 

There  has  also  been  a  precious 
revival  at  Brookfield  within  two 
years  past.  They  have  baptized 
more  than  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty ;  and  the  second  church  in 
Wantage  has  also  experienced  a 
gracious  shower  of  divine  grace. 
They  have  added  by  baptism 
within  two  years  rising  seventy. 

O  that  the  whole  earth  may  be 
filled  with  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  holy  Spirit  attend  the  word, 
truth  spread  universally,  and  error 
be  found  no  more  !  Farewell." 
I  am,  Sir, 

yours  affectionately, 
LEVI  HALL. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  REV. 
JOHN  PECK,  TO  ONE  OF  THE  ED- 
ITORS. 

Cazeiiovia,  Oct.  22d,  1817. 

Dear  Sir, 

Believing-  that  any  intelligence 
respecting"  the  prosperity  of  Zion  will 
be  agreeable  to  you,  I  shall  spend  a 
few  moments  in  addressing  you  upon 
that  subject.  In  general,  the  churches 
in  these  parts  enjoy  a  great  degree  of 
tranquillity ;  and  although  there  are  not 
such  great  accessions  as  in  months 
past,  yet  there  is  a  gradual  increase, 
and  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  seems 
to  be  gently  rising  in  glory. 

At  our  last  Association  in  Septem- 
ber, we  enjoyed  a  sweet  and  happy 
season.  The  letters  from  almost  all 
our  churches  were  filled  with  inter- 
esting and  soul  animating  accounts  of 
the  work  of  divine  grace  upon  the 
hearts  of  poor  sinners,  who  were  con- 
strained, by  the  sovereign  power  of  our 
exalted  Redeemer,  to  throw  down  their 
weapons  of  rebKllion,  abjure  the 
prince  of  darkness,  and  profess  obedi- 
ence to  the  King  of  Glory. 

You  will  learn  by  our  Minutes,  the 
unusual  increase  of  our  number,  by 
baptism,  the  year  past.  In  our  late 
session,  no  imtoward  circumstance  oc- 
curred to  disturb  our  joy  ;  but  peace, 
harmony,  and  brotherly  love  pervaded 
the  assembly. 

When  the  cause  of  missions  was 
mentioned,  the  sacred  flame  kindled 
from  heart  to  heart.  Contributions 
from  some  of  the  churches,  amounting 
to  one  hundred  and  one  dollars,  were 
presented  as  an  offering  to  the  Lord, 
to  aid  the  Board  of  foreign  missions  in 
their  glorious  design.  While  the 
money  Wis  counting,  four  handker- 
chiefs dropj^d  from  the  galleries,  as  a 
mite,  consecrated  by  some  generous 
females  to  the  same  important  pur- 
pose. 

As  it  respects  oV  little  Missionary 
Society,  the  prosp^^^  brightens.  It 
seems  to  be  rising  iK  respectability 
and  importance,  its  fimtt  are  increas- 
ing, and  the  field  of  (>pera>ion  extend- 
ing.  There  are  now  twel\\  respecta- 
ble female  societies  connecteA^,  ith 
who,  by  the  fruits  of  their  iXastry, 
greatly  enlarge  our  funds.  \ 

There  is  an  Institution  in  emb^^^ 
among  us,  for  the  education  of  youL 
men  designed  for  the  gospel  ministry^ 
Yesterday  we  enjoyed  a  pleasing  antf 
delightful  season  in  this  place.  It  was 
the  day  set  apart  for  the  opening  of 
our  new  meeting  house  for  religious 
Vol.  L  35 


purposes  ;  for  particulars,  I  slnll  re- 
fer you  to  the  13th  number  of  our 
Magazine,  which  is  now  in  the  press. 

I  of'-tn  rctlfct  on  th«-  pleasini^-  ac- 
quaintance I  f)vmed  '\  iih  you  und  ^he 
rest  of  our  bi-ethren  in  i^hdacklphia. 
I  wish ^ a  place  in"  your  remembrance, 
and  desire  a  reciprocal  correspond- 
ence. I  am  pleased  with  the  im- 
provement made  in  >our  New  Series 
of  the  Magazine  ;  a\^d  find,  that  in 
general,  it  is  approbated  b\  our  breth- 
ren, I  have  the  satisfaction  to  .'^tate, 
that  those  fears  and  disagreeable 
apprehensions  that  agitated  the 
breasts  of  many  of  the  brethren, 
have  entirely  subsided  :  and  the 
friends  of  nusslons,  in  these  parts, 
seem  to  place  entire  confidence  in  the 
wisdom,  integrity,  and  faithfulness  of 
the  Board.  I  have  sent  you  a  copy  of 
our  Minutes,  by  which  you  will  learn 
the  state  of  our  churches.  But  lest  it 
should  fail,  I  will  here  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  our  inert; ase  ;  which  is  as 
follows  : — Added  by  baptism  870,  by 
letter  2 15;  making  a  total  in<:rease  of 
1085  The  whole  nufnber  of  commu- 
nicants in  the  Association  is,  4360. 
After  my  respects  to  yourself  and 
family,  and  my  fervent  wishes  for  your 
prosperity  in  the  best  of  causes,  I  sub- 
scribe myself  your  friend  and  brother. 

In  the  gospel  of  our 

Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

JOHN  PECK. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER,   TO  ONE  OF 
THE  EDITORS. 

C  Virginia,  Spotsylvania, 
IProspect  HiU,Nov.\,\^l7. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  one  of  the  patrons  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Magazine,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  communicate  to  you  an*account  of 
a  precious  revival  of  religion,  which 
commenced  in  several  of  our  churches, 
which,  under  God,  may  be  attributed 
to  the  faithful  and  zealous  preaching 
of  Elders  Hodges  and  Warder,  (of  the 
State  of  Kentucky)  on  their  way  from 
the  Convention  in  Philadelphia,  last 
summer. 

When  these  ministers  first  visited 
us,  our  congregations  were  in  a  very 
cold,  formal  state     After  preaching 
\ery  fervently  in  the  Desk,  they  came 
Swn,  and  approaching  the  communion 
^^e,  proposed  to  join  in  prayer  to 
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God,  for  a  revival  of  his  work,  and  re- 
quested all  who  were  desirous,  to 
come  forward  and  join  them.  Many 
of  the  members  came  forward,  we 
kneeled  down,  and  *he  ministers  pra}'- 
ed.  The  season  was  solemn  beyond 
description.  In  a  very  short  time  the 
signs  of  a  revival  became  apparent, 
prayer  meeting's  were  well  attended, 
ai  d  tokens  of  conviction  among  the 
yoimg  people  began  to  appear.  These 
brethren,  Hodg-es  and  Warder,  at 
the  earnest  request  of  the  ministers 
and  churches,  formed  tor  a  short  time, 
a  kind  of  travelling  circuit,  embracing 
the  churches  of  Gold  Mine,  Scarrots, 
Elk  Creek.  Mount  Hermon,  Mine 
Road  and  Waller's  ;  and  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, thev  confined  themselves  for 
several  weeks  to  incessant  preachirig 
in  those  congregations  In  Gold  Mine 
church  a  great  revival  took  place,  and 
about  seventy  were  baptized,  (mostly 
young  men)  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  months  In  most  of  the  other 
churches  precious  seasons  were  expe- 
rienced, and  additions  have  been  made; 
bul  the  work  has  been,  and  is  still 
most  powerful  in  Waller's,  and  its 
branches,  County  Line,  and  Bethany 
Meeting-Houses.  As  the  stated  pas- 
tor of  these  congreg-ations,  I  have  it  in 
my  power  to  give  you  a  narrative  of 
facts. 

Sometime  early  in  the  month 
of  August,  conference  meetings  for 
hearing  experiences  were  opened,  and 
converts  brgan  to  crowd  the  gates  of 
Zion.  For  ten  weeks  past,  I  have  al- 
most weekly  been  c.'illed  to  the  pre- 
cious work  of  baptizing  ;  and  have  to 
preach  from  four  to  five  timf^s  a  week. 
One  hundred  and  eig-hteen  have  been 
received,  and  great  numbers  appear 
to  he  under  very  solemn  convictions  ; 
at  least  three  fourths  of  these  are 
young  people  in  the  bloom  of  youth. 
The  work  has  been  gradurd,  and  clear 
of  delusions  ;  the  greatest  noise  to  be 
heard  in  our  assemblies  is  the  sweetest 
harmony  1)f  praise  from  the  young  con- 
vet  ts,  or  involuntary  groans  of  the 
penitent — the  most  visible  efirects  are 
silent  weepir.g,  and  once  in  a  while  a 
request  to  be  prayed  for  on  tlie  part  of 
the  distressed  In  one  instance  three 
young  ladies  in  the  same  familv  found 
peace  within  twelve  hours  of  each 
other.  I  could  give  you  some  striking 
anecdotes  concerning  the  progress  of 
this  revival ;  but  being  a  perfect  stran- 
ger to  you,  and  not  wishing  to  b^ 
thought  an  intruder,  I  forbear. 
Yours  in  Christ, 

ABSALOM  WAT-E^- 


VERMONT  ASSOCIATION. 

Extract  of  a  letter,  addressed  to  one 
of  the  Editors,  from  a  Student  in 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Ando- 
ver,  dated 

.    November  11,  1817. 

Respected  Sir, 

Having  been  present  at  the  last 
Session  of  the  Vermont  Association, 
which  was  held  in  Addison,  Vt  it 
may  be  gratifying  to  you  to  have  some 
account  of  it  They  met  in  the  new 
Baptist  Meeting  House,  a  very  elegant 
and  well -finished  building,  forty-one 
feet  by  fifty,  which  was  then  opened 
for  the  first  time  for  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God.  A  Dedication  Sermon 
was  preached  on  the  occasion,  to  a 
large  and  attentive  audience,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr  Haynes,  of  Middletown, 
from  2  Sam.  xxiv  24.  The  preacher 
exhibited  the  sinfulness  of  a  covetous 
character  ;  and  charged  his  hearers  to 
pos.sess  a  religion  which  should  cost 
them  something  He  inculcated  upon 
ministers  the  duty  of  esteeming  no 
labours  too  great,  no  sacrifices  too 
c'ear,  in  the  service  of  their  divine 
Master  ;  and,  upon  private  christians, 
their  obligations  to  maintain  the  pub- 
lic worship  of  God,  by  erecting  conve- 
nient edifices  for  the  same,  ai.d,  espec- 
ially, by  faithfully  supporting  those  who 
minister  to  them  in  spiritual  things. 

From  most  of  the  churches  en^ 
couraging  intelligence  was  received  ; 
and  to  many  of  them  there  had  been 
large  additions.  Four  churches  ap- 
plied for  admittance  into  their  connex- 
ion ;  and  were  received  One  of  these, 
consisting  of  about  100,  had  Oeen  late- 
Iv  formed,  where  a  year  ^^  fore  there 
was  only  3  or  4  scatterer' members.  In 
the  churches  previously  constituting 
that  Association,  th^'e  had  been  bap- 
tized  about  800  ;  s^  t^at  within  a  year 
they  have  had  an-^ddition  of  more  than 
1000.  In  Adr^son*  the  place  of  their 
meeting,  the<^ii"''ch,  under  the  pasto- 
ral care  of  ^ev.  Mr.  Woods,  had  been 
refreshed  with  a  copious  shower  of  di- 
vine gr-^e-  It  was  however  confined 
to  tlv  Baptist  Society.  Since  the 
26tl  of  J^"-  more  than  90  had  been 

led  with  their  Lord  in  baptism; 
-jost  of  whom  were  in  the  morning 
of  their  days.  The  Church  and  Socie- 
ty ai  pear  to  be  united  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  worship ;  and  are  not 
only  able  to  support  a  faithful  minister 
of  the  gospel,  but,  I  belie\'e,  generally 
think  the  labourer  ivorthy  of  his  hire. 
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Missions,  foreign  and  domestic,  con- 
tinue to  be  supported  by  the  churches 
in  that  Association  with  unabated 
zeal, 

The  Corresponding  Letters  of  the 
Boston  and  Otsego  Associations,  upon 
the  stibjecf  of  assisting  pious  young 
men  in  suitalile  studies  preparatory  to 
the  gospel  ministry,  were  resd  and 
heard  wiih  approbation.  A  r  otion  be- 
ing made  to  appoint  a  Con.mittee  to 
drau  up  a  Constitution  for  Education 
Societies,  Rev.  Mr.  Going,  of  VVoices- 
tei ,  sup[)orted  it  in  a  very  eloquent 
and  impressive  address  on  the  impor- 
tance oftorming  such  Societies.  Others 
signified  their  cordial  approbation  of 
the  object.  In  fine,  there  was  but  one 
opinion  expressed  respecting  the  util- 
ity and  necessity  of  assisting  indigent 
brethren,  already  engaged,  or  about  to 
engage  in  the  sacred  ministry,  to  pur- 
sue some  necessary  studies.  The 
jnotion  was  passed  unanimously.  A 
Committee  was  appointed,  who  were 
to  report  at  the  next  .Session,  A  vote 
was  also  passed  to  open  subscriptions 
in  the  churches  the  present  year  for 
the  same  object 

The  Session  was  closed  with  an  ap- 
propriate discourse  by  Rev.  Mr.  Go- 
ing, from  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  It  was  on  the 
whole  a  highly  interesting  and  impor- 
tant meeting. 


A  STRIKING  FACT. 

The  following  communication,  en- 
cloied  to  one  of  the  Editors,  by  Rev. 
C.  3.  Brown,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ingtoi,  is  thus  introduced  : 

Dea*  Sir, 

"  I  indoie  you  for  publication,  the 
comnunKation  of  a  singular  occur- 
rence, wriM;en  by  our  worthy  broth- 
er, the  honWable  Oliver  C.  Com- 
itock,  memb^  ©f  Congress  from 
he  western  p^t  of  the  State  of 
:Nrew  York.  The  t^rcumstances,  as 
related  by  him,  m^be  entirely  re- 
^ed  on  as  matters  of\ct,  of  which 
ie  was  an  eye  witnesv^'  j^p  Com- 
stock  is  a  worthy  menKaj,  q^j, 
church,  and  a  gentleman  Wv^ersally 
<steemed  for  his  talents  and^-^jg^y^ 

Washington,  Dec.  4,  Icyr^ 

Sfessrs.  Editors,  \ 

Historical  accounts  of  importanV 
p»litical  revolutions,  deeply  interest- 
ing to  millions  of  the  human  race, 
jistly  occupy  many  pages  in  the  jour- 
nils  of  the  times.   But  tlie  Christian 


religion  claims  the  highest  attention 
of  man,  and  challenges  a  conspicuous 
place  in  every  miscellaneous  publica- 
tion. The  fate  of  empires  sinks  into 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  infi- 
nite value  of  the  soul.  How  many 
dangers  are  braved,  ahd  how  much 
toil  endured,  to  acquire  the  honors 
and  possessions  of  the  world  :  and 
yet  how  poor  are  all  these  things  in 
comparison  with  an  interest  in  the 
Redeemer's  blood  !  The  person  who 
has  a  v\  ell  grounded  hope  in  the  gos- 
pel, if  he  realize  his  precious  priv- 
ileges and  exalted  destination,  en- 
joys delightful  entertainments  worthy 
the  consideration  of  the  immortal 
mind.  The  situation  of  man,  in  his 
fallen  estate,  is  m.uch  more  deplorable 
than  is  generally  imagined.  He  is 
under  the  penalty  of  that  lavi^  which 
thunders  eternal  death  to  its  incorrigi- 
ble violators.  Defiled  and  helpless, 
he  is  exposed  to  the  gnawings  of  a 
never-dying  worm,  till  the  arm  of 
grace  shall  snatch  him  from  the  abyss 
of  sin  and  misery.  How  fearful  lh& 
apprehensions,  and  deeply  wounded 
the  heart  of  l.im  who  is  enabled  to 
see,  in  gospel  hglit,  his  true  character 
in  all  its  native  vileness  and  deformity! 
Recognizing,  in  a  degree,  the  extent 
and  purity  of  the  divine  law,  he  views 
himself  justly  slain  by  its  sanctions. 
While  he  ardently  desires  to  dwell 
forever  with  Christ  and  his  saints,  his 
enlightened  conscience  responds— 
Amen — to  the  sentence  which  con- 
signs him  to  ever-during  wo,  in  eter- 
nal exile  from  all  that  is  lovely  and 
cheering  in  the  universe.  But  iliis  is 
a  destiny  wh'ch  no  pious  man  can 
wish — such  a  wish  would  imply  a  wil- 
lingness to  remain  the  enemy  of  God, 
and,  of  course,  the  object  of  his  holy 
indignation  and  punishment  forever. 
In  a  state  of  agonizing'  anxiety,  how 
precious  the  grace  which  enables  the 
trenibling'  sinner  to  exercise  living 
faith  in  the  I^ord  Jesus  !  How  effica- 
cious the  blood  which  heals  from  mor- 
al defilenient  his  sin-stained  soul  ! 
How  condescending  and  boundless  the 
love  that  speaks  peace  to  his  troubled 
mind,  and  proclaims  pardon  and  liber- 
ty to  the  weeping  captive  ! 

These  solemn  and  weighty  consider- 
ations have  lately  been  renewedly  im- 
pressed upon  my  mind,  from  witness- 
ing the  facts  which  I  shall  now  briefly 
describe.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
summer  I  was  called  to  visit,  as  a 
Nnedical  man,  a  Mr.  Bake,  of  Ulysses, 
\the  State  of  New  York,  who  was 

.^Sjring  under  a  paralytic  affection. 

"®  Nld  me  that  he  had  lost  a  brother 
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b}-  the  same  complaint,  when  he  had 
arrived  at  about  the  age  of  himself 
I  did  not  conceive  his  situation  imme- 
di;.t.  ly  dangerony,  although  I  e  was, 
manifestly,  nuich  diseased  He  dis- 
co, tied  a  thoughtful  frame  of  mind, 
and  an  idr  of  solemnity  was  evident  in 
his  deportment.  I  asked  him  if  he 
was  a  menriber  of  an\  religimis  socie- 
ty ; — he  answered  in"  the  negative.  I 
remarked  to  him  that  I  hoped  he  had 
a  respect  for  religion,  and  w  as  pleased 
to  learn  from  his  answer,  that  he  felt 
friendly  to  its  cause,  and  deemed  it 
the  one  thing  needful  After  pre- 
scribing such  a  course  of  curative 
reir.eciies  as  jippeared  to  be  demanded 
by  the  s\mploms,  1  recommended  to 
his  prayerful  attention  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  and  retiied.  A  few  days  after 
I  repeated  my  visit  to  my  patient- 
found  no  essential  alteration  in  the 
state  of  his  body,  or  the  exercises  of 
his  mind,  and  concluded  to  persevere 
in  the  system  I  had  adopted  for  his 
recovery  On  the  first  or  second 
nii^ht  following  the  last  mentioned 
visit,  I  was  alarmed  by  a  messenger 
vith  a  request  to  hasten  in  paying 
another,  and  probably  a  last,  visit  to 
Mr.  Bake  who,  I  was  told,  vva^n 
ke  en  distress  of  body  and  mind.  Im- 
paired to  his  house,  and,  on  entering 
the  sick  room,  beheld  a  most  soul- 
dissolving  scene.  He  was,  apparent- 
h\  struggling  under  an  aggravation  of 
all  his  distressirig  symptoms.  The 
most  powerful  agents  for  the  removal 
of  parahsis  known,  I  believe,  in  our 
schools  of  medicine,  were  unavaiMngly 
applied  to  alleviate  his  suflering-s. 
But  the  deadly  nature  of  his  moral 
disease  was  constantly  prcdominaiU  in 
his  mind  He  was  very  conscious  of 
his  sinful,  helple.«;s  and  lost  condition. 
He  beiVailed,  in  the  most  feeling-  lan- 
guage, the  depravity,  coldness,  and 
!  rbi  lief  of  his  heart,  and  the  wicked 
rebeliiwp  of  his  life.  He  confessed 
that  he  had  ever  slighted  the  calls  and 
inviintlnns  of  the  gospel,  and  seemed 
to  d  -ubt  his  being,  any  longer,  under 
a  dispensation  of  mercy  :  indeed  he 
frequently  s  id,  with  a  poignancy  of 
grief,  bovdering  on  desperation,  that 
hf-  was  ab<u;t  ;o  die,  and  to  dwell  with 
eternal  burnings  !  He  often  desired 
an  inteiest  in  the  prayers  of  all  pre- 
sent, at  the  throne  of  gi  ace,  and  m.any 
were  nllVrf  d  on  the  occasion  In  his 
conversation  anrl  ejacuhitory  prayers 
he  Hfknowledged  the  justice  of  God 
in  his  condemnation.  This  interviev 
was  rendered  peculiarly  afferting,  ^ 
the  presence  of  the  aged  and  r''j'^ 
mother  of  Mr.  Bake,  and  his  ar^ 
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and  devout  sister.    They  hung  upon 
him  with  every  indication  of  the  deep- 
est sympathy.       They,  mciisurably, 
realized  the  precious  worth  of  the 
soul,  knew  the  terrors  of  the  Lord, 
and  well  rem.embered  the  wormwood 
and  the  gall       Under  the  state  of 
things  which  I  have  faintly  portrayed, 
I  left  the  house  of  mourning  and  la- 
mentation   with   those   exercises  of 
mind  it  was  naturally  calculated  to 
inspire.    Several  hours  after  my  de- 
parture, this  son  of  affliction  desired 
his  faithful  consort  to  hand  him  his 
clothes,  exclaiming,  that  he  was  heal- 
ed in  body  and  mind  :  He  imniediate- 
ly  arose  from  his  sick  bed,  praising 
God,  rejoicing  in  the  belief  of  the 
truth,  and  in  that  blessed  hope  which 
the  gospel  alone  can  create  !  Sacred 
delight  thrilled  through  the  bosoms  of 
the  religious  relatives  by  whom  he 
was  surrounded.     And  well  may  an 
event  which  causes  angelic  congratula- 
tion, gladden  the  hearts,  and  elicit  the 
thanks  of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ! 
Soon  after  my  patient  was  dressed, 
he  walked   some    distance  into  the 
fields  of  his  plantation,  and  experienc- 
ed no  other  inconvenience  than  a  little 
fatigue  fiom  the  exertion.    I  saw  him 
a  few  days  after  his  glorious  deliver- 
ance.    Celestial  joy  beamed  on  his 
countenance,   indicative  of  the  holy  / 
serenity  of  his  mind.    Not  long  ago  J 
he  ijiformed  me  that  be  continued  to/ 
enjoy  consohng  evidences  of  his  adop/ 
tion  into  the  family  of  the  First-borr, 
and  had  experienced  no  return  of  t>e 
palsy,  or  attack  from  any  other  disor- 
der.   Thus  are  we  permitted  to  be- 
hold the  glory  of  God  in  the  displays 
of  that  life-giving  power  w  hich  avoke 
Lnzarus  from  the  sleep  of  deatl^  and 
called  him  from  its  dreary  aMe  ! 

The  principal  subject  of  t'l'is  letter,  I 
am  as.sured,  has  ever  beer  distinguish- 
ed for  his  moral  and  exemplary  be- 
haviour :  yet,  in  a  cor  ect  view  of  tlje 
divine  law,  he  saw  himself  totally  de- 
praved and  guiltv.  ^e  saw  no  hope  or 
refuge  only  in  Lord  Jesus  ;  an^ 
the  imputed  righteousness  of  his  Sai^ 
iour  alone  N  deemed  sufficient  f/r 
him  in  the  ^^^^  retribution  ,  I 

add,  wit'  unmingled  pleasure,  tjat 
Mis'  B*^^'  to  whom  I  have  allud^fl, 
has  I'-^l^  become  a  hopeful  subj^t 
,.^ieeming  grace.    May  this  favo/ir- 
pair  walk  together  as  heirs  of  ihe 
..ace  of  life,  and  at  last  be  receiTe(I 
where  faith  is  lost  in  vision  and  hop< 
in  glory  !  1 
Yours  most  respectfully, 

O  C.  COMSTOCJ. 

■  I 
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GENERAL  MEETING 

0f  the  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS  in  the 
Bap Tis r  Soci ETiEs  in  Boston. 


On  the  29th  of  October,  1817,  a  gen- 
ei'al  meeting-  of  the  Schools  was  held 
at  the  Second  Baptist  Meeting-house 
in  Back-street,  at  3  o'clock,  p.  m.  The 
children  and  teachers  assembled  to  the 
number  of  about  400.  The  services 
commenced  by  singing  Dr.  Baldwin 
addressed  the  throve  of  grace.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  WnichcU,,  Secretary  to  the 
Union  ComaiiUee^  then  read  the  Re- 
port of  the  Schools.  After  singing 
attain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sharp  delivered 
an  /VdJress.  While  the  collection  was 
taken  up,  the  children  and  teachers 
united  in  singing  their  anniversary 
hymn.  Mr  E.  Lincoln  closed  with 
pruyer,  and  Mr.  Sharp  dismissed  the 
people. 

The  assf^Mibly  was  large,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  much  impressed  with 
whtit  they  had  seen  aiid  heard.  The 
singing  of  the  children  wus  peculiarly 
moving  Many  eyes  \\e?e  suffused 
with  tears,  to  hear  them  lift  their  in- 
fant voic  3  in  perfect  harmony  with 
their  teacliers,  in  expressions  of  grat- 
itude and  praise  to  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies. 

As  the  support  of  these  schools  is 
attended  with  considerable  expense, 
as  well  as  labour,  the  committee  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  the  people  of  this 
town  will  not  be  backward  in. aiding 
them  with  their  subscriptions.  A 
large  number  of  the  children  must  un- 
avoidably be  denied  the  privilege  of 
attending  through  the  winter,  \mless 
the  Boards  of  the  several  societies  are 
furnished  with  money  sufficient  to  pro- 
cure them  out'ide  garments  It  is 
understood  that  the  parents  of  the 
children  furnish  them  with  clothing; 
but  some  of  them  are  absolutely  un- 
able to  make  them  decent  and  com- 
fortable in  cold  weather.  If  they  do 
not  attend  the  schools,  it  is  probable 
they  will  go  barefoot  and  almost  half 
naked  during  the  winter.  It  is  desir- 
able that  such  should  be  assisted  if 
possible. 

For  the  information  of  some  it  may 
be  proper  to  observe,  that  there  are  as 
many  societies  as  there  are  schools. 


and  each  school  is  under  the  direction 
of  a  separate  Board  of  Managers,  con- 
sisting of  three  or  more  directors  or 
directresses,  and  as  many  teachers  as 
the  number  of  children  requires.  The 
Union  Committee  is  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  each  of  these  male  socie- 
ties,  and  stiptrintend  generally  the 
concerns  of  the  schools,  and  adopt  any 
measure  for  their  prosperity,  not  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  of  the  several 
Boards,  from  whom  they  receive  their 
appointment,  and  a  statement  of  the 
schools. 

The  following  persons  compose  th« 
Committee  for  the  present  year. 

Rev.  Daniel  Sharp, 

Rev.  James  M.  Winchell, 

Mr  E.  Lincoln, 
Dea.  Josiah  C.  Ransford, 
Dea  James  Loring, 
Col.  Thomas  Badger, 
Mr.  G.  L.  Freeman, 
Mr.  Daniel  Chessman. 


AFRICAN  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

On  Dec.  18,  1817,  the  children  he^ 
longing  to  the  African  Sunday  School 
in  Boston  attended  a  public  meeting  at 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Paul's  Meeting  House. 
An  appropriate  discourse  was  deliv- 
ered by  Rev.  Mr.  Grafton  of  Newton, 
and  the  Report  relative  to  the  Schools 
was  read  The  children  sung  their 
anniversary  Hymn  in  a  very  pleasing 
n^anner,  and  a  collection  of  about  40 
dollars  was  taken  to  aid  the  institution. 
From  the  Report  we  learn  that  the 
school  commenced  in  Nov  1816,  and 
from  30  to  80  children  have  attended, 
who  have  made  encouraging  progress 
in  their  learning.  A  pleasing  external 
reformation  has  been  effected  in  the 
streets  where  they  reside.  Formerly 
they  assembled,  and  were  engaged  in 
fighting,  or  in  play ;  but  they  now  with 
eagerness  repair  to  the  school  Some 
also  evince  that  serious  impressions 
have  been  produced  on  their  minds  ; 
and  the  hope  maybe  cherished,  that 
the  seed  now  soon  will  be  productive 
of  fruit  to  eternal  life. 
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ORDINATIONS  CHURCHES  CONSTITUTED. 


[January, 


Ordained  in  the  church  at  Tiog-a, 
State  of  N.  Y.  on  the  2nd  of  J'lly  last, 
Brother  Levi  Baldwin,  to  the  work  of 
the  ministry  in  that  place.  Brother 
Andrew  Sherburn,  (a  missionary  from 
Massachusetts)  preached  on  ihe  occa- 
sion from  1  Tim  iv.  16.  Brother 
Stone  made  the  Ordaining-  Prayer  ; 
Brother  Goff  gave  the  Chai  g-e  ;  Broth- 
er Spaulding-  gave  tae  Right  Hand  of 
Fellowship  ;  and  Brother  Ovatt  offer- 
ed the  Concluding  Prayer.  The  sea- 
son was  solemn  and  interesting. 

Ordained  at  Spencer,  N.York,  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  Brother  Benja- 
min  Ovatt.  The  same  Council  attend- 
ed as  at  the  above.  Elder  Sherburn 
preached  from  Acts  xvi,  17th. — 
♦*  These  men  are  the  servants  ot  the 
most  high  God,  who  show  unto  us  the 
^'ay  of  salvation."  Biother  Stone 
prayed  whilst  hands  were  laid  on  the 
Candidate  Brother  Goff  gave  the 
Charge  ;  Brother  Baldwin  tlie  Right 
Hand  of  Fellowship  ;  and  Brother 
Spaulding  offered  the  Concluding 
Prayer.  The  services  were  attended 
in  the  Court  house,  by  a  large  and  re- 
spectable audience,  (xn  the  4th  of  July  : 
A  most  delightful,  solemn  celebration 
of  Independence  ! 

November  12th,  1817,  Mr  Phine- 
feas  Richardson  was  ordained  to  the 
work  of  an  Evangelist,  by  solemn 
prayer,  and  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  the  presbytery  in  the  Baptist 
Meeting-house  at  Methuen.  Mr. 
John  Peak,  of  Newburyport,  offered 
up  the  Introductory  Prayer  ;  Mr 
Jeremiah  Chaplin,  of  Danvers,  preach- 
ed the  Sermon  ;  Mr.  Lucius  BoUes  of 
Salem,  made  the  Consecrating  Prayer  ; 
Mr.  Wm.  Batcheldor  of  Haverhill, 
delivered  the  Charge  ;  Mr.  Charles 
O.  Kimball  of  Methuen,  presented  the 
Fellowship  of  the  Churches.  The  ser- 
vices were  solemn,  appropriate,  and 
interesting  ;  and  it  is  hoped,  that  im- 
pressions were  made  upon  many  in 
the  assembly,  which  will  prove  saluta- 
ry and  lasting. 

Ordained  at  West-Greenwich,  r.  i. 
Mr.  Nathan  Sheffield  to  the  work  of 
the  gospel  ministry.  Sermon  by  Elder 
Amos  Wells.  Ordaining  Prayer  by 
Elder  Jonathan  Miner.   Charge  by  El- 


der Gershom  Palmer.  Elder  Nathan- 
iel Cole  gave  the  Right  Hand  of  Fel- 
lowship  :  And  Elder  John  B.  Gibson 
made  the  Concluding  Prayer. 

Ordained  at  Mount  Vernon,  (Maine) 
Mr  A.rthur  Drinkwater  to  the  work  of 
the  ministry  Mr.  S  Board  nan  of 
New-Sharon  delivered  a  very  interest- 
ing discourse  on  the  occasion.  Mr. 
John  Haynes  of  Livermore  made  a  sol- 
emn prayer  at  the  imposition  of  h- nds. 
Mr.  Thomas  Francis  of  Leeds  gave  an 
important  Charge  to  the  candidate. 
Mr  Josiah  Houghton  of  Readfieid  .^ave 
the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  :  And 
Mr.  Drinkwater  gave  out  the  li6th 
Psalm, 

**  What  shall  I  render  to  my  God, 
For  all  his  kindness  shown." 

The  whole  of  the  exercises  were  per- 
formed with  pleasing  solemnity  in  the 
presence  of  a  respectable  audience. 


CHURCHES  CONSTITUTED. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ranaldson  to  one  of  the 
Editors,  tinder  date  of  May  16,  1817, 
gives  the  following  account : 

**  A  Baptist  church  has  been  lately 
formed  at  Natchez  ;  a  young  man  from 
New  England,  (Samuel  Eastman)  has 
since  been  baptized  in  the  Missisippi, 
and  become  a  member  of  that  church. 
It  is  believed  he  has  gifts  for  the  min- 
istry. He  is  now  with  me,  and  intends 
shortly  to  go  on  to  Philadelphia  to 
study  divinity. 


A  Baptist  church  was  constituted  at 
West  Cambridg;-,  on  the  20th  of  Nov. 
last.  The  public  services  were  attend- 
ed in  the  Baptist  meeting  house.  The 
following  brethren  officiated  on  the  oc- 
casion. Brother  E  Williams,  who  has 
principally  supplied  this  people  for 
some  time  past,  engaged  in  prayer. 
Brother  Baldwin  delivered  a  discotu'se 
founded  ^n  Isaiah  xl.  11.  Brother 
Grafton  addressed  the  church  and  gave 
the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship.  The 
services  were  solemn  and  interesting, 
and  attended  by  a  respectable  assem- 
bly. 
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MEETING-HOUSE    OPENED  POETRT. 
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MEETING-HOUSE  OPENED,  &c. 

Dec  25,  1817— A  very  neat  and 
commodious  Baptist  Meeting  House 
was  opened  for  divine  worship  at 
Cambridge  Port  ;  and  on  the  same 
day  the  christian  friends  who  had  pre- 
viously covenanted  to  walk  together  as 
a  cimrch,  were  publickly  recognized 
as  a  Cliurch  of  Christ.  Mr.  Sharp 
niHde  the  introductory  prayer.  Mr. 
Winchell,  rend  select  portions  of  scrip- 
ture Mr.  Nelson,  of  Mulden,  ad- 
dressed the  Throne  of  Grace  before 
the  sermon.  Dr.  Baldwin  delivered  a 
dis'",ou(se  on  the  nature  of  a  Gospel 
Chtjrch,  from  1  Cor.  iii.  9.  *'  Te  ere 
God's  cuiiding  '*  Mr.  Grafton,  of  New- 
t(-n,  addressed  the  church,  and  gave  the 
Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  '  Mr.  E. 
Lincoln  offered  supplications  at  the 
close  of  the  services.  Mr.  Phippen 
gave  the  Benediction. 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  Sharp  preached 
from  Psalm  cxviii  25  Save  noiu,  I  be- 
seech thee,  O  Lord  ;  O  Lord,  1  beseech 
thee,  send  now  prosperity. 

Though  the  weather  was  unpleasant, 
yet  the  assembly  was  large  ;  and  man- 
ifested much  satisfaction  in  the  appro- 


priate and  aiiecting  services  of  the 
day. 

The  circumstances  which  have  led 
to  the  erection  of  a  place  of  worship, 
and  the  constitution  of  a  church  at 
Cambridge-Port,  are  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce a  conviction  of  the  great  import- 
ance of  village  preaching.  A  few  pi- 
ous individuals,  who  resided  in  the 
town,  invited  some  of  the  neighbouring 
ministers  to  preach  al^  their  houses. 
The  invitation  was  accepted.  There 
was  such  a  disposition  to  hear,  that 
these  visits  were  repeated.  Several 
persons  became  deeply  impressed  with 
the  worth  of  their  souls  and  the  neces- 
sity of  religion  ;  and  finally  found  peace 
in  believing.  'A  Sabbath  evening  lec- 
ture w  as  established,  which  has  con- 
tinued for  nearly  two  years  ;  and  so 
many  had  become  the  hopeful  subjects 
of  renewing  grace,  that  they  conceived 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  be  embodied  as  a 
church.  It  is  hoped  these  facts  will 
encourage  the  ministers  of  Christ  to 
be  *'  steadfast,  unmoveable,  always  a- 
bounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  for- 
asmuch as  they  know  that  their  labour 
is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 


LINES 
By  Rev.  E.  S.  Ely* 
1 

Lo,  on  benighted  Burmah's  shore 
Two  christian  teachers  stand  ; 

And,  with  extended  arms,  implore 
Help  for  their  little  band. 

2 

««  Come,  and  instruct  the  Burman  race 
"  To  prize  the  Saviour's  blood  ; 
Come,  and  proclaim  the  sovereign 
"  Of  our  forgiving  God."  [grace 
3 

Their  voice  is  heard  ;   two  gen'rous 
Consenting  to  their  call,  [youths, 

Resolve  to  preach  the  GOD  of  truth. 
That  Burman  gods  may  fall. 
4 

Go,  then,  to  Pagan  Burmah's  shore, 

God  calls  you  from  above  ; 
Go — and  Christ  sei.d  a  thousand  more 
To  join  your  work  of  love. 


HYMJV. 

God,  o'er  waves  and  winds  presiding. 
Saints'  defence  and  singers'  friend  ; 
Yonder  ship  at  anchor  riding, 
To  thy  charge  our  prayers  commend. 

O  preserve  her 
Safely  till  her  voyage  shall  end ! 

See  our  youth  their  country  leaving, 
Fir'd  with  zeal  and  cloth'd  with  smiles  ! 
See  their  hearts  for  Burmans  heaving, 
See,  and  sanctify  their  toils  ! 

Bid  them  scatter 
Seed  divine  on  heathen  soils. 

Borne  to  Ava's  barbarous  regions, 
Through  the  Gospel's  brightening  ray^ 
Let  them  view  benighted  legions. 
Pass  from  darkness  into  day. 

And  in  anthems 
Shout  Emanuel's  spreading  sway  ! 


*  Composed  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  Staughton's  pulpit,  and  immediately  after  sung  at 
a  prayer  meeting,  in  which  two  young  ministers  were  commended  to  God,  wh» 
were  about  to  join  two  already  in  Burmah. 

Philadelphia,  Norn,  1817* 
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POETRY  TO  CORRESPONDENTS 


A  DRE^C 
By  one  of  the  Missionaries^ately  gone  to  Burmah. 

■ » •■ 

When  sleep  on  mortals  binds  her  rjMy  chain, 
And  airy  phantoms  lead  their  mTtiljInrftin, 
A  heav'nly  Spirvt  through  the  darkness  broke, 
Full  on  me  guz'd,  and  thus  divinely  spoke  . — 

**  From  the  deep  shades  which  cover  Burmah's  sky, 
A  glorious  morning  soon  shall  greet  the  <j^e  ; 
Its  holy  beams,  descending  from  above. 
Shall  introduce  the  reign  of  light  and  love. 

See'st  thou  yon  ray*  that  strikes  across  the  gloom  ? 
'Tis  but  the  presage  of  th'  eternal  noon  : — ^ 
A  sure  and  happy  pledge  that  truth  divine 
On  that*benighted  land  ere  long  will  shine. 

Heaven  has  decreed  that  Gaudma  soon  shall  fall. 
And  Burmans  crown  the  Saviour,  Lord  of  all. 
His  name  they  shall  extol,  h«i  mercy  bless, 
And  his  high  claims  to  sovereignty  confess. 

Go  then,  ye  Heralds  of  salvation,  go 
Where  Irrawaddy's    aters  gently  tiow  ; 
Around  their  shores  proclaim  that  wondrous  grace 
Display'din  dying  for  your  guilty  race. 

Yo  irgain  is  sure     For  in  that  awful  day 
When  rocks,  and  hills,  and  mountains  flee  away, 
Jesus  sodll  smile,  and  on  your  heads  will  place 
Bright  crowns  compos'd  of  pagans  sav'd  by  grace.'' 

Thus  spake  th'  angelic  Messenger,  and  fled. 
Leaving  behiiid  tht  silence  of  the  dead  ; 
I  wak'd  from  sletp,  believ'dthe  heav'nly  word. 
And  trusted  the  fulfilment  to  the  Lord. 


Sweet  dream,  said  I,  you'll  vanish  e'er  'tis  morn  . 
But  the  Eternal  by  himself  hath  sworn, 
**  My  Royal  Son  shall  reign  from  shore  to  shore. 
Till  stars  shall  fall,  and  time  shall  be  no  more. 

Upon  his  throne  forever  shall  he  sit. 
And  heathens  kneel,  and  worship  at  his  feet  ; 
While  ev'ry  tongue  through  the  whole  earth  shall  siB|g 
The  deathless  fame  of  Zion's  mighty  King." 
*  Hudson's  Tract. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS|tl^ 

A.  B.  on  the  descriptions  of  the  divine  Majesty  in  ffzek.  i.  and  Rev.iv 
Observator  are  received,  and  shall  obtain  apluce^,  . 

Reflections  occasioned  by  the  perusal  of  Mr.  Judson's  Sermon,  and  Bematics 
on  the  **  Half  Christian,"  will  appear.  '  j 

Thoughts  on  Religious  Impressions  have  been  received.  V  '  " 

Philologus  : — S.  W.  B  0go(p<Aof  ; — and  Bereanus,  are  under  consid- 
eration. 

We  regret  the  necessity  of  deferring  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  thel^ass 
Bap.  Education  Society  till  the  next  number.  ^ 

Accounts  of  several  Mission  societies  will  be  inserted  as  soon  as  possibfe. 

Several  pieces  of  poetry  are  on  file  which  possess  some  merit,  but  not  sufficient 
to  w^rr^t  insertion.—'*  Eliza,''  and  the  "  Lost  Son  found;*  will  obtain  a  place. . 
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